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Missionary 


By J. Wesley Ingles 


OT in the stadium, 
Where multicolored throngs applaud 
The winning of a laurel wreath 
That quickly fades, 
Nor even for the surging joy 
Of straining competition 
Would I run; < 


But, like Pheidippides, 
Who ran alone the dusty miles 
From Marathon to Athens — 


So would I run 
To those, my fellow men, who sit 
In darkness and in fear of death, 
And shout His message 

‘ Though my dying breath 
Shall be the force 
That drives the living words — 


‘Rejoice . . . rejoice! 
The victory is ours! ’’ — 


And, with one trembling hand upraised, 
Point back the ancient road 
To Calvary. 


ye 
The Challenge of Watch Night 


Let us spend New Year’s Eve the 
Christian way. Distress is on every 
hand. Necessity for a spiritual reforma- 
tion challenges Christians everywhere. 
Attend Watch Night in your own church, 
and pray for revival. Watch Night this 
year marks the bicentenary of the mem- 


orable Fetter Lane Chapel WaiQQNGRECABON Ah Tig Cross —How? 


Services which, under the Wes 
George Whitefield, on December 3T, 
inaugurated the great awakening. Wes- 
ley said of that Watch Night: “The 
power of God came mightily upon us.” 
Whitefield said: “In the small hours of 
the morning came the conviction that 
God was about to do great things.” 
Christians should unite in earnest 
prayer for the power of the Holy Spirit 
in all Christian assemblies. The real 
friends of Christ should make much of 
the Watch Night prayer opportunity. A 
gay and thoughtless world will keep 
New Year’s Eve in God-forgetting pleas- 
ures. God’s people should rally to their 
churches for prayer. Here is a suggested 
program: 
8 to 9.—Hour of Praise 
9 to 10.—Hour of Spiritual Review 


10 to 11.—Hour of Revival Prayer 
11 to 12.—Hour of Consecration 


“Lord, thou hast been favourable unto 
thy land. . . . Wilt thou not revive us 
again: that thy people may rejoice in 
thee?” (Psa. 85.) 


Japan Closes In 


ERMANY against the Jew — Japan 
G against the Christian. Religious 
history is being written in sinister 
facts before our eyes. Iron control by 
the Statc; mental and spiritual persecu- 
tion; physical torture. A few years ago 
many believed that such things were 
forever in the past for civilized coun- 
tries. Germany claims pre-eminence in 
kultur; Japan has long insisted that she 
be recognized among the great civilized 
powers of the world. And Germany 
and Japan are now leading the world 
in rapid reversion to primitive brutal- 
ities. Last month an editorial in THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Trmes (Nov. 26) showed 
how “Germany Brutally Fulfills Proph- 
ecy.” This autumn, and for the past 
three years, Japan has been fulfilling 
our Lord’s prophecy to his disciples: 
“If they have persecuted me, they will 
also persecute you. ... In the world ye 
shall have tribulation.” It is a time 
when many are remembering, not only 
that dark prophecy, but also the glorious 
words immediately following from our 
Lord: “but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world.” 
The Christian world has heard a good 
deal about the crisis precipitated in 
Christian missions by Japan’s demand 


:— ae 


ONg) € cross must be borne, how 
much wiser it is to keep our eyes on 
our Lord Jesus Christ and bear it with 
a smile, rather than be stoically re- 
signed or bear it with a frown of dis- 
content. From a window in a tall office 
building five crosses may be seen atop 
the steeples of churches. One stands on 
a hill and its cross shines like pure gold 
in the morning sun, like a person who 
wears a happy smile no matter how 
heavy his load. One stands with its side 
to the sun and shows only a little gold, 
like a person who only part of the time 
succeeds in his efforts to be cheerful. 
One is painted gray. Without a smile, 
it goes through life dully resigned to its 
fate. Those in the distance look black 
against the sky, like discontented per- 
sons who scowl at their lot. If, like the 
cross on the hill, people will keep their 
faces toward the SON, our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, not only will their 
pathways be bright with his radiance 
but, like the golden cross, they will be 
an inspiration to all who see them. 


% 


On the Church 


for Shrine worship by pupils and 
teachers in mission schools in Korea. It 
is a Satanic attempt to undermine one 
of the greatest churches in mission lands 
today —a church of 500,000 Protestant 
adherents. Editorials and signed articles 
in these columns (June 5, 12, 19, Sept. 
4, 11, 1937; Feb. 26, April 23, Sept. 24, - 
1938) have given many of the sobering 
facts. It is now well understood that 
Japanese State Shinto is by nce means 
mere national patriotism, as some have 
tried to assure the missionaries and mis- 
sion boards. It is, first and foremost, a 
religion. “Shinto” means “the way of 
the gods.” “Shrine” means “spirit-tem- 
ple.” Shintoism declares that the Jap- 


anese sun goddess and the spirits of ~~ 


emperors, soldiers, and others, are 
supernatural, ever-living beings protect- 
ing Japan and directing her destiny. To 
these “spirits” prayers and _ sacrifices 
are offered continually. The Japanese 
Government continues to make increas- 
ing demands that Christians in the Em- 
pire render obeisance at the Shrines 
and to these “spirits.” 

Can a Christian conscientiously do 
this? Some Korean Christians, under 
the most terrific pressure of persecution 
or torture, have yielded. Some foreign 
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mission boards working in Korea have 
consented to it on the ground that it is 
mere patriotism and not a religious act. 
Japanese Government officials and the 
Japanese people know, and have re- 
peatedly made utterances showing that 
they know, that it is a religious act. 
Othef native Christians and foreign mis- 
sionaries, inclu@ing some mission boards, 
have taken a steadfast, uncompromising 
stand against this heathen worship, 
knowing that “the things which the 
Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, 
and not to God,” and obeying the apos- 
tle’s inspired word, “And I would not 
that ye should have fellowship with 
devils” (1 Cor. 10:20). 

Matters in Korea came to a head at 
the meeting of the Korean Presbyterian 
General Assembly held in Pyengyang 
three months ago, in September. 

The Government-General in Korea is 
determined to carry out its policy of en- 
forced Shrine worship, regardless of the 
clause in the Constitution of the Jap- 
anese Empire which guarantees religious 
liberty to its subjects. The question is 
no longer an educational one only, for 
not only are students and schools re- 
quired to do obeisance, but great pres- 
sure is being brought to bear on Pres- 
byteries and churches and on all classes 
of people to participate. During the 
spring in a number of the Presbyteries, 
as the result of intimidation and extreme 
pressure on the part of the police, mo- 
tions had been presented and declared 
to be “passed” which gave the Presby- 
teries’ sanction and approval to Shrine 
worship. In some cases the police es- 
corted certain representatives, or even 
the whole Presbytery, to the Shrines 
and saw that they made obeisance there. 

This disregard of the rights of con- 
science and of freedom of religion 
reached its climax at the meeting of the 
General Assembly in Pyengyang. Weeks 
before the meeting was held, the police 
secured the names of the commissioners 
and visited them in their homes, de- 
manding of them that they promise to 
act only favorably on the question of 
Shrine worship. Those who refused to 
do so were arrested and prevented from 
attending the meeting. A day or two 
before the Assembly was convened, 
some thirty foreign missionary commis- 
sioners were called to the police station 
and instructed that they would not be 
allowed to oppose any action in favor 
of Shrine worship which would be pre- 
sented, and were asked to promise that 
they would make no attempt to do so. 
They replied that, if the question were 
not raised, they would of course not men- 
tion it, but should it be presented for 
discussion they could not promise to 

_refrain from opposing it. 

When the Assembly convened the 
church was surrounded by police, and 
approximately eighty police and detec- 
tives were inside with the commis- 
sioners, five of the higher police officials 
sitting on the platform behind the mod- 
erator. The police had previously dic- 
tated who should be elected to the chief 
offices of the Assembly, and also the 
wording of:a motion on Shrine obeisance 
which, they insisted, should be presented 
and passed. In accordance with police 

instructions this motion was presented, 
as follows: 
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We understand that the Shrine is not re- 
ligious and not contrary to the Christian 
doctrine in principle, and we realize that 
Shrine worship is a patriotic national cere- 
mony and we will take the lead in the 
performance thereof, and also in the present 
national emergency we will take our part 
as members of the whole movement of 
national citizenship- and give our devotion 
as imperial citizens behind the guns. 


This motion was presented on the sec- 
ond day, when none but commissioners 
were allowed to be present. The mod- 
erator of Pyengyang Presbytery took the 
floor, as had been previously arranged 
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by the police, and presented the motion; 
the moderator of another Presbytery, 
also by previous instruction, moved that 
the Assembly adopt the motion, and an- 
other member seconded the motion. The 
moderator of the General Assembly was 
about to put the motion without wait- 
ing for debate, when a missionary (who 
was a commissioner) arose and asked for 
the privilege of speaking on the ques- 
tion. 

At once the head of the Pyengyang de- 

(Continued on page 938) 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Moffatt’s Futile Denial 
of the Virgin Birth 


This morning in reading Dr. Moffatt’s 
translation of the Gospel of Matthew, 
chapter 1, I note that he translates verse 
16 thus: “Jacob the father of Joseph, and 
Joseph (to whom the virgin Mary was 
betrothed) the father of Jesus, who is 
called ‘Christ.’ ” 


Is there in the Greek the least provoca- 
tion for such a translation?—A Pennsyl- 
vania layman, 


Dr. James Moffatt is Professor of 
Church History in Union Theological 
Seminary, New York, notorious for its 
radical, unscriptural, and destructive 
teachings. His translation of Matthew 
1:16, in which he makes Joseph the 
father of Jesus and denies the virgin 
birth of the Son of God, is characteristic 
of this critical scholar whose widely 
used Translation of the New Testament 
plays fast and loose with the Word of 
God. In his Preface to one of the 
earlier editions of his Translation Dr. 
Moffatt quite honestly gives his case 
away in a statement that has disappeared 
from later editions. He speaks of “the 
difficulties which confront a translator,” 
and then says: “But once the transla- 
tion of the New Testament is freed from 
the influence of the theory of verbal 
inspiration, these difficulties cease to be 
so formidable. I have tried not to sacri- 
fice the spirit to the letter.” That is, 
when the letter, the words, of the orig- 
inal New Testament do not say what 
Dr. Moffatt thinks they ought to say, he 
assumes that he has the right to ignore 
the inspired words and give us “the 
spirit” of what the inspired writer 
meant! Verbal inspiration, to him, is 
only a “theory,” and a theory that he 
has frankly abandoned. Yet he does 
translate 2 Timothy 3:16, “All scripture 
is inspired by God.” If that means what 
it says—and it does—then all the 
words of Scripture are God-breathed 
and are as infallible as the person and 
character of God himself. 

Of course, Dr. Moffatt has a “scholar’s” 
alleged reason for attempting to make 
Matthew 1:16 declare Joseph’s human 
paternity of Jesus, to the denial of the 
virgin birth. As Greek scholars know, 
there is an old manuscript that gives 
this rendering, the Sinaitic Syriac Manu- 
script of the Old Syriac Version. Dr. 
Moffatt has chosen to make that obvi- 
ously incorrect manuscript the basis of 


his translation of this verse, for he uses 
von Soden’s Greek text, which follows 
the Sinaitic Syriac of Matthew 1:16. 
And why is that Sinaitic Syriac obvi- 
ously incorrect? Because it contradicts 
Greek manuscripts of the New Testa- 
ment which are older than this garbled 
version. Both the Authorized and the 
Revised Versions of Matthew 1:16 fol- 
low the oldest manuscripts, the Codex 
Sinaiticus and Codex~Vaticanus. Mof- 
fatt’s translation does not rest on the 
great uncial manuscripts which are the 
oldest ones we have for use. It is 
extremely misleading, therefore, when 
Dr. Moffatt in his translation gives 
the reading of the Sinaitic Syriac 
at Matthew 1:16 without any explana- 
tion. 

The great conservative scholar Dr. 
James Orr, in his book “The Vir- 
gin Birth of Christ,” says of the Sinaitic 
Syriac: “This reading has been eagerly 
seized on by certain critics; but, in the 
opinion of the best textual scholars, it 
has no claim to be regarded as original.” 
Dr. J. Gresham Machen, in his monu- 
mental work, “The Virgin Birth of 
Christ,” says: “The view, therefore, that 
the Sinaitic Syriac at Matthew 1:16 rep- 
resents the original text of the Gospel 
can be maintained only by textual criti- 
cism of the most adventurous and un- 


- scientific mind. The reading of the 


Sinaitic Syriac can not with certainty 
be traced back of A. D. 400, while the 
common reading is clearly attested at 
the beginning of the third century, and 
certainly was present considerably be- 
fore that time; the reading of the Sinaitic 
Syriac looks as though it may well be 
the mere mistake of a scribe or trans- 
lator, while the common reading looks 
unmistakably like the work of the 
author of the Gospel, and defies any 
other explanation of its origin.” 

Is it scientific or scholarly of Dr. Mof- 
fatt to choose arbitrarily a manuscript 
of the New Testament which contra- 
dicts earlier manuscripts, and which 
makes Matthew flatly contradict him- 
self in his full and detailed account of 
the virgin birth of Christ beginning two 
verses after the verse in which, Moffatt 
would tell us, Matthew calls Joseph “the 
father of Jesus”? Readers can draw 
their own conclusions. The most ordi- 
mary common sense suggests that such 
“scholarship” is neither scientific nor re- 
liable. 
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A Newly Found People Who Ask the Way to Heaven 


Will the Gospel be taken to this tribe in New Guinea? 











By R. A. Jaffray 














peoples of earth to be discovered 

are those tribes in the interior of 
Dutch New Guinea (the eastern end of 
the great island north of Australia), 
whose villages, only a year or two ago, 
for the first time, were sighted and 
photographed from the air. Until thus 


Preovies among the very last 


discovered, they had lived alone, away . 


from the coast, with no road or even 
footpath, leading from the coast to their 
jungle home. Until a year or so ago, 
they had not known that any others 
shared this world with them, they had 


* not known that any other peoples lived 


under the sun save themselves. 

Thanks to men seeking oil and gold 
in New Guinea, these people have been 
located. The Dutch Government at once 
took up the task of making trails from 
the coast towns nearest to them, to the 
place where they live on the mountain 
slope, in the jungles of the well-nigh 
impenetrable virgin forest. ‘Shall not 
the missionary at once go up these trails, 
and seek the lost until he find them? 


Millions of Dollars for Oil 


Dutch and American companies have 
united in gigantic efforts to find oil in 
the great island of New Guinea. At one 
place, a town called Babo, where I 
called twice in my travels, over $20,000,- 
000 has-already been expended, and 
only this year are they commencing to 
drill for the oil. The captain of the 
K. P. M. steamer on which the writer 
recently traveled from Makassar over 
to Dutch New Guinea, said that no less 
than 120 new American scientists are 
expected to arrive in Babo and other 
places in Dutch New Guinea this year 
in connection with the search for oil, 
and that he expected that on every trip 


from now on, his steamer would be filled” 


with Americans for the oil fields of New 
Guinea. 

They mean business. Do we? They 
are after the things that perish. Shall 
we go and seek for souls that never 
die till we find them?- They are willing 
to pay the price in inconvenience and 
hardship. Are we willing to suffer and 

—bleed, if need be? Are we willing to 
pray and to give and to go, in Christ’s 
name, till we find perhaps the last 
tribes of earth who are to 


Men moved by the love of money 
have again led the way into a re- 
mote, wild corner of the earth where 
there are men, women, and children 
in great need of the Gospel. These 
people are cannibals and head- 
hunters, living in the midst of the 
most primitive conditions, and un- 
aware of other nations outside the 
island of New Guinea. They were 
first seen from the air by prospectors 
for oil and gold, who landed among 
them and found them friendly. But 
those seeking wealth are not the only 
pioneers in that part of the world. 
Among the consecrated missionaries 
and native Christians who have been 
witnessing for Christ for many years 
in those regions is R. A. Jaffray, 
whose articles concerning the Dutch 
East Indies have been published at 
intervals in the Times. After a fur- 
lough and a period of serious illness 
in Canada, he is again on the field, 
through the mercy of God, and he is 
eager to hold forth the Word of Life 
in a hitherto unreached portion of 
New Guinea. The amazing facts he 
gives in this article are a challenge 
to the Christian world. 








Dutch New Guinea, called Vogel-kop 
(“Bird’s Head”), where a lake known as 
Lake Amaroe has recently been discov- 
ered. Third, farther down the south- 
western coast of- Dutch New Guinea, 
where three lakes have been discovered 
from the air, called the Wissel lakes, 
and where tens of thousands of hitherto 
unknown peoples dwell. 

In fact, the whole southwestern coast 
of Dutch New Guinea is an unoccupied 
field for Protestant missionary work. 
Up the many little rivers of this part of 
the island may be found many peoples 
to whom no one has gone with the Gos- 
pel. These peoples are Papuans. They 
are not only head-hunters, but they are 
cannibals, living still in the Stone Age; 
and yet the testimony of all who have 


’ had contact at all with these people of 


the interior is that they have found them 
friendly. They eat the flesh of their 
enemies, conquered in war, but God 


seems to have made them friendly 
toward the white man. It was a com- 
plete surprise to the writer, who spoke 
with several oil company men and 
Dutch officials who had lighted from 
airplanes among these peoples, that they 
were not too much excited at the ap- 
pearance and the roaring of the motors 
of a plane, but rather seemed to take 
the advent of the plane as an everyday 
occurrence ! 

Dr. A. H. Colyn, the son of the Prime 
Minister of Holland, headed an expedi- 
tion by plane to these newly discovered 
lakes. Some of the Papuans were so in- 
terested in these “men from Heaven” 
that they determined to follow them, 
and thus learn the way to Heaven! 
They said: “These men came from 
Heaven. We saw them come. This is 
above all else what we want to know 
—the way to Heaven.” With consider- 
able difficulty these six men found their 
way to Babo. They soon found that 
Babo was not Heaven by any means. 
The Assistant Resident at Fak-fak told 
the writer that it was his duty, after 
Dr. Colyn had left for Holland, to make 
a special trip and fly with these seekers 
of the way to Heaven back to their own 
jungle land! (Accompanying this article 
is a picture of these six men.) May 
they indeed soon know the real Way to 
Heaven, through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for he alone is the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life. 


A Religion of Fear 


The dress of the Papuan is very sim- 
ple. They go practically naked, with the 
exception of a loin cloth, and many 
strings of beads. They wear heavy ear- 
rings, a bone piercing the nose, and 
other ornaments, all of which are 
charms, supposed to ward off the evil 
influences of demons. In fact, their 
whole religion is a negative one of fear, 
and is a matter of sacrifice to demons 
so as to avoid the harm which they 
have the power to inflict. What Good 
Tidings the positive message of the Gos- 
pel is to these people! 

As never before I believe with all 
my heart in the power of this Gospel 
to cleanse and transform the lives of 
these people, the most degraded of 

all the races of mankind. 





hear the Gospel before he 
returns again to this world 
to rule and reign? 

The Christian and Mis- 
sionary Alliance has ap- 
plied to the Dutch Colonial 
Government for permission 
to open missionary work in 
three parts of Dutch New 
Guinea. First, on an island 
off the northern coast of 
New Guinea, called Misool. 
It has been called the 
Devil’s Island. Second, in 
the northerly part of 





When these men saw white men “ come down from Heaven" in an airplane, and light 
on their hitherto undiscovered lake, they asked to be shown the way to Heaven. 


Dutch missionaries on the 
northern coast and British 
missionaries in British 
New Guinea have already 
seen tens of thousands of 
these wild Papuans turn to 
our Christ and be saved. 
So shall it be with these 
who have so recently been 
discovered on the south- 
western coast of Dutch 
New Guinea. 

During the past few 
years in our work in Bor- 
neo, I have seen the mighty 
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Spirit of God at work among the wild 
men, the Dyaks of the Borneo jungle. 
Over ten thousand of them have defi- 
nitely accepted the Lord Jesus as their 
Saviour, and there are as many more 
seeking to know the Lord Jesus and his 
gracious power to save. What he has 
done, and is still doing for the wild man 
of Borneo, he can and will do also for 
the still wilder man of the interior 
jungles of New Guinea. Not only so, 
but I have a deep consciousness that 
it is the will of the Lord that the Dyaks 
of Borneo, now saved, thoroughly taught 
in the Word of the Gospel, and filled 
with the Spirit of Christ, will be the 
best evangelists to take the Gospel to 
the still wilder man, the Papuan of New 
Guinea. 

Many Dyaks have gone over to New 
Guinea in connection with the oil and 
gold companies, and among them quite 
a number .of our Dyak Christians have 
gone, including three or four of the 
elders of the church. In connection 
with the Alliance Bible school at Makas- 
sar, where more than three hundred 
students are being thoroughly trained 
for the Gospel ministry, we have more 
than fifty Dyak students in preparation 
for the work. As I met some of these 
Dyak workmen in New Guinea, I felt 
that the Lord spoke definitely to my 
heart, that “the wild man of Borneo” is 
the best evangelist for the wilder man 
of New Guinea. Pray with us that the 
right men may be called and sent forth 
in the name of the Lord. When I ven- 
tured to make this suggestion to a prom- 
inent Dutch official, he expressed him- 
self as heartily in favor of the plan. It 
is significant that both the local and 
the highest officials are heartily sup- 
porting the idea of our taking up this 
new work in the interior of New Guinea. 

These recently discovered cannibal 
tribes, the Papuans of the interior of 
New Guinea, have sunk to the level of 
the beast. They, who were originally 
made in the image of their Creator, by 
sin have become a horror! ‘But they 
have precious souls to save. The Lord 
Jesus Christ is able to make saints out 
of these who have sunk to the lowest 
depths. Do you believe in the regen- 
erating, transforming, glorifying power 
of the Gospel of the grace of God? This 
is the supreme test of the Gospel we 

















An unhappy face in the New Guinea jungle. The 
pieces of bone are charms against evil spirits. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


preach. It is indeed “the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth.” Many of these wild Papuan 
cannibals will yet, like the man out of 
whom the Lord cast a legion of demons, 
sit at the Saviour’s feet, clothed and in 
their right minds. 

As we press on over the line into the 
enemy’s territory, bringing the Light to 
new tribes and people who sit in dark- 
ness and the shadow of death, never 
having heard of Christ, we are encour- 
aged to know that some day we shall 
reach the last tribe to be won to him, 
and he will say: “It is enough! It is 


. 
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done, the song is being sung by the last 
of earth’s peoples, ‘Worthy is the lamb 
that was slain !’” Then the trumpet will 
sound, he will descend from Heaven 
with a shout, we shall be transformed 
into his likeness, be caught up to meet 
him in the air, and to be forever with 
the Lord. “Behold, I come quickly !” 
“Even so, céme, Lord Jesus!” Pray, 
please, that we may reach these wild 
people of New Guinea, if it be his will, 
before many months have passed. Let 
us go with him after the last lost sheep, 
“until he find it.” 

MaAKASSAR, CELEBES, DuTcH East INDIEs. 
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Evening Prayers in the Indian Hills 


A lonely mother and a faithful ayah 


By Mabel C. Stewart 











was hotter than the one before. The 

young missionaries knew that the 
time they had long dreaded had come, 
when the missionary mother, with their 
baby, would have to leave the husband 
and father and go to the cool moun- 
tains for the remainder of the summer. 
Here the baby was becoming restless 
and fretful and far from her usual 
happy self. Her usually rosy cheeks were 
bleached white by the cruel heat. 

“I know we must get away, for the 
baby’s sake,” said the mother, “but how 
I hate to leave you here to endure the 
heat alone, and how I shall miss you! 
How can I ever manage alone? If baby 
should get sick —” 

“Now, my dear, we'll just not think 
about that,” her husband replied. “God 
will be with you in the far-away moun- 
tains, just as he will be with me here. 
I will go with you, of course, and help 
you get settled. I am glad we have such 
a good ayah for baby. She will be a 
big help to you, I know.” 

An ayah in India is a child’s nurse. 
In a land where dangers seen and un- 
seen lurk on every hand, babies and 
young children must have more con- 
stant supervision than they need in 
America. So Gissia, the ayah, had come 
into this missionary home to help this 
missionary mother. 

Gissia had children of her own, so 
knew something about babies. It seemed 
very strange to her, at first, to find the 
white. foreigners so particular about so 
many things. What were these germs 
the Mem Sahiba talked about, and why 
should milk and water and the baby’s 
bottles always be carefully boiled? But 
Gissia was observant, and intelligent, 
and soon kecame a real help in this 
missionary home. 

Other things, too, Gissia learned dur- 
ing her stay with the missionaries: pre- 
cious truths about the white foreigners’ 
God, whom they called Father, and 
about his Son, named Jesus. She had 
heard about Jesus the very first day she 
had come to begin work here. 

“Gissia,” the missionary mother had 
said, “every day my husband calls all 
the servants together for prayers. ‘You 
will be expected to be present, too.” 


|: WAS May in India, and each day 





“Yes, Mem Sahiba,” assented Gissia, 
not knowing just what was meant by 
“prayers.” Of course she knew what it 
was to worship the gods. From baby- 
hood she had been taught to fear the 
gods, and to bow down to idols of clay, 
or brass, or stone, and to present offer- 
ings to them. The ugly image of 
Ganesh, the god of wisdom, which 
looked like an elephant, had been 
familiar to her even as a child, as had 
also been the images of Hanuman, the 
monkey god, and Krishna, the tricky 
god. Many times, as a little girl, she 
had gone with her mother to one of the 
shrines of Sitala, the smallpox goddess, 
when smallpox was raging in her vil- 
lage. Could not Sitala keep this dread- 
ful disease from those who faithfully 
worshiped her? Yet Gissia remembered 
that in spite of her mother’s frequent 
offerings to this goddess, her own 
brother had died of smallpox. 

“Nizam,” asked Gissia of the Moham- 
medan cook, “what are these ‘prayers’ 
the Mem Sahiba says I must attend? I 
am a Hindu, as you know.” 

“Oh,” laughed Nizam, “the prayers 
won’t hurt you. The Sahib just reads 
out of the Injil (‘New Testament’) about 
the prophet Jesus. You Hindus know 
nothing about the prophet Jesus, but we 
Mohammedans read in our holy Koran 
that he was a worthy prophet.” Nizam, 
being a staunch Mohammedan, felt very 
superior to ignorant idolators. 

Gissia came in with the other servants 
and sat on the floor at the missionary 
mother’s feet. The story this morning 
was of a poor woman who brought a 
gift of precious ointment to Jesus, 
anointed his feet, weeping, and wiped 
them with her hair. 

“And he said unto the woman, Thy 
faith hath saved thee; go in peace,” read 
the missionary, as he finished the story. 
Who was this new God, Jesus, wondered 
Gissia, who could forgive sin? She had 
never heard of any god who claimed 
that power. 

Day by day Gissia, the ayah, learned 
more about Jesus, the Son of God. She 
loved to have the Bible read to her, and 
tried to learn to read it herself, but she 
was no longer young and it is not easy 
for an older person to learn to read. It 
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was remarkable, however, how much she 
came to understand of the truths of 
Christianity. She seemed to have a real 
spiritual insight. 

“Mem Sahiba,” she once said to the 
missionary mother, “why do you worry 
about taking your baby away from her 
father? You say God is our Father, and 
loves little children. Will He not take 
care of her?” 

So now, the time having come to get 
away from the heat of the plains, the 
missionary father and mother, their 
baby, and Gissia, the ayah, made the 
long, tiresome trip to the mountains. 
This was long before the days of auto- 
mobiles, which now shorten the journey 
very much. By train and cart, then in 
a sort of sedan chair carried by men, up, 
up the mountainside they went, as cool- 
ing breezes brought refreshment to their 
tired bodies. The next day the mission- 
ary father, having seen his family com- 
fortably settled, started back to his 
school on the plains. 

It was hard for the missionary mother 
to bid him good-by, but fortunately there 
was work to keep her busy. Clothes 
must be unpacked; housekeeping in this 
new home begun; the baby’s needs at- 
tended to. After a busy day, her lonely 
supper eaten, the baby fast asleep, the 
missionary mother was ready herself 
for bed. 

“Gissia, you may go now for the 
night,” she said to the ayah. 

Gissia looked at her mistress in sur- 
prise. “Are you not going to have 
prayers?” she asked. 

Prayers? It had been the custom for 
the missionary father and mother, in 
addition to prayers with the servants in 
the morning, at bedtime to have their 
own “family worship” in their own lan- 
guage, and Gissia knew of this custom. 
The missionary mother had expected, 
of course, to keep up the practice in her 
husband’s absence, but had not thought 
of making a beginning just now, with 
no one present but the ayah, the baby, 
and herself. It would mean she must 
offer prayer in Hindustani, and this she 
had never done; for, not having lived 
long in India, she spoke the language 
none too well. But Gissia must be 
given an answer. 

“Of course, Gissia, we shall have 
prayers,” she said. 

So the Book was brought, and in the 
anguage which Gissia could understand 
the missionary mother began the eve- 
ning worship. “I will lift up mine eyes 
unto the hills,” she read. “From whence 
cometh my help? My help cometh from 
the Lord, which made heaven and earth. 
He will not suffer thy foot to.be moved: 
he that keepeth thee will not slumber. 
Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall 
neither slumber nor sleep.” On to the 
final words of that beautiful One Hun- 
dred and Twenty-first Psalm the reading 
continued: “The Lord shall preserve 
thy going out and thy coming in from 
this time forth, and even for ever- 
more.” 

Then the two women, one taught from 
childhood to fear and worship dumb 
idols, the other from infancy taught to 
love and worship the true God our 
heavenly Father, knelt, and for want of 
confidence to attempt an original prayer, 
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“Our Father who art in Heaven” was 
prayed in the ayah’s language. 

“Good night, Mem Sahiba,” said Gis- 
sia, as they rose from their knees. “God 
will take care of you, and the baby, and 
me.” 

Then the missionary mother, with a 
quiet heart, lay down to sleep beside her 
baby, in perfect confidence that through 
the silent watches of the night He who 
neither slumbers nor sleeps would keep 
in perfect safety, and in the days to 
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come supply the need of herself and 
those she so dearly loved. 

Thus, thanks to Gissia, the family 
altar, even in the absence of the mis- 
sionary husband and father, was estab- 
lished, and throughout all the long years 
of this missionary mother’s beautiful 
life, I, one of her children, can testify 
that the fire so lighted that evening, by 
her humble, but consecrated effort, was 
never allowed to go out. 


NEw WILMINGTON, PA. 








The blessings that followed a revival 
of interest in foreign lands 








A New Vision of Missions in Sunday School 
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emphasis on missions in our Sun- 

day school; in fact, the subject was 
scarcely mentioned. Then a new super- 
intendent was appointed who believed 
we should have a definite missionary 
program. He was eager that the chil- 
dren should have an ardent love for 
the work of the foreign field. At a 
Sunday school teachers’ meeting soon 
after his appointment, he suggested hav- 
ing an address by a missionary on the 
first Sunday in each month during the 
Sunday school hour. A missionary com- 
mittee was appointed, and the chair- 
man’s duty was to secure a speaker for 
this hour. She has been fortunate, as 
it seems possible to find a missionary 
for almost every month. If, however, no 
one is available, some member of the 
church — perhaps one of the teachers — 
reads an interesting missionary letter 
or gives some inspiring missionary re- 
port, or if there happens to be none of 
this material at hand, a missionary story 
is told—something concrete that has 
occurred among the native converts. 
These stories are a source of delight to 
the children. 

When a missionary is invited, very 
tactfully it is suggested that the period 
for the address is brief, and, although 
a description of the costumes and cus- 
toms of the natives is interesting, we 
are more concerned with the results of 
the work—the souls saved and the 
growth in grace of the converts who 
have recently come out of heathendom. 

It is evident that this continual pres- 
entation of the subject of missions is 
making an impression on the children. 
During the Junior Church hour, which 
immediately follows Sunday school, the 
children have the privilege of praying 
aloud, and many of them mention in 
their prayers the missionary whose mes- 
sage they have just heard, —an indica- 
tion that their hearts have been stirred 
by what they have listened to. 

The missionary offering plays an in- 
teresting and important part in this for- 
ward step in our Sunday school. After 
it had been decided to have a monthly 
missionary address, our superintendent 
went a step farther, and suggested that 
the offering the first Sunday of the 
month should be used for missions only. 
A few of the members thought this was 
somewhat extreme, since there had been 


Fen many years there was very little 


times when the offering was so small 
that we had difficulty in meeting our 
bills for current expenses. Many 
churches have a group who fear each 
forward step. They forget that things 
which are impossible with man are pos- 
sible with God, and so it proved with 
our missionary offering. The children 
have become intensely interested, not 
only in the missionaries and their mes- 
sages, but in the offering, too. The last 
Sunday in the month, a conspicuous sign 
is posted where no eye misses it: “Next 
Sunday is missionary Sunday.” The 
size of the last missionary offering is 
also posted in a place easily seen, and, 
without much urging, the children have 
tried to make each month’s offering 
larger than the previous one. Thus it 
has happened several times that the mis- 
sionary offering has broken all previous 
records for Sunday school offerings of 
any kind. 

But that is not all. One astonishing 
thing, which the timorous members 
could scarcely believe, is the fact that 
the increase in the missionary offering 
has not affected the offerings for the 
other Sundays; in fact, our offerings 
since we undertook our missionary pro- 
gram have increased until all Sunday 
school expenses are met not only with the 
twelve missionary offerings subtracted, 
but even with twenty-four offerings 
taken out, the offering for the second 
Sunday in the month going to current. 
church expenses. All of this goes to 
prove that God wiil not be debtor to 
any man nor to any church. The more 
we give to him, the more he gives back 
to us, not only in money, but also in all 
sorts of rich blessings. All this is valu- 
able training for the children, for they 
are learning this important lesson which 
some of their forbears never were able 
to learn, namely, that giving to God im- 
poverishes no one. 

Another result of this missionary ven- 
ture beside the swelling offerings and 
growing interest in missions is an in- 
crease in enthusiasm along all lines of 
work in the Sunday school, and it may 
be that an enlarged attendance is due, 
partly at least, to our missionary activ- 
ities. A church that remembers Christ’s 
parting command, and is doing its part 
toward giving out the message “to every 
creature,” is alive. A church that ig- 
nores the subject of missions and exists 
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only for self is dead, or at least dying. 
There have been churches that have 
ceased to exist because they have for- 
gotten the main reason for their organ- 
ization. “I... will remove thy candle- 
stick out of his place” (Rev. 2:5), said 
He who walketh in the midst of the 
candlesticks, and this was a warning to 
churches that merely keep the wheels 
of the church turning. 

A church that fears to undertake any- 
thing so drastic might at least try the 
experiment. Surely the results will be 
so gratifying that there will be no de- 
sire to go back to the old way, because 
they will find that they are not the 
losers, but that every department of the 
work is benefited thereby. Perhaps, if 
many Sunday schools will undertake 
this constructive program, the sad pro- 
cession of returning missionaries will be 
halted, — missionaries whose life plans 
have been shattered because their sta- 


tions have béen closed for lack of 


funds. : 
But in this connection one warning 
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must be given, and it is this: it is im- 
portant to investigate to see that the 
board to which your gifts are sent is 
fundamental. All the sacrifice involved 
in the giving is wasted,— and how sad 
is wasted sacrifice ! —if a Sunday school 
is supporting missionaries who are sent 
to preach a social Gospel, who are try- 
ing to prove that the Bible is a man- 
made book, and who put Buddhism, 
Confucianism, or other religions on the 
same plane with Christianity. 

It is a thrilling thing to let one’s gaze 
penetrate the future, viewing the far- 
reaching results of a new venture such 
as our missionary program; seeing the 
children who have then grown up with 
a personal interest in missions, a love 
for the foreign field, with a desire to 
give largely to this work so dear to the 
heart of our Lord, and perhaps, best of 
all, not only giving their gifts of money, 
but giving themselves joyously for serv- 
ice in the lands where the name of 
Christ has not been heard. 


St. PETERSBURG, FLA. 
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tectives rushed to a position in front of 
him and ordered him to sit down; when 
he did not do so the detective kept on 
yelling at him and motioning for him 
to be seated. Other police were also 
giving him the same gentle (!) orders, 
and the resulting confusion was created 
entirely by the police, not by the com- 
missioner. He simply held his ground 
until a moment of quiet permitted him 
to speak, and again he asked the mod- 
erator for the floor. When the modera- 
tor refused this rightful privilege, and 
while detectives and police were still 
shouting at him, he said in a voice loud 
enough to be heard throughout the hall, 
“I protest this action”; and then he sat 
down. Following his good example, im- 
mediately, all over the hall, missionary 
after missionary arose and registered 
their protests, while the Japanese police- 
men were jumping up and down and 
rushing about the building, ordering the 
missionaries to sit down and be quiet. 
Some of the missionaries were later led 
out of the building by the police. 

While the confusion still went on the 
moderator put the motion, and a few 
weak affirmative votes were heard. 
Many commissioners demanded that the 
regular form of putting the motion be 
followed, giving an opportunity for neg- 
ative as well as for affirmative votes. 
The police refused to allow the modera- 
tor to call for any negative votes, and 
declared the action passed. After the 
moderator had declared that the vote 
thus illegally taken was carried, the 
first commissioner who had registered 
his protest rose to his feet and gave 
notice that he would present in writing 
a formal protest to what had been done. 
Later this protest was prepared and 
signed by some twenty-five foreign mis- 
sionary members of the Assembly, and 
was presented to the Assembly through 


its secretary, but the police would not 
allow the Assembly to act upon it. The 
protest was as follows: 


1. We believe these acts to be contrary 
to the Word of God and the Constitution of 
the Presbyterian Church of Korea. 


2. The moderator declared the motion car- 
ried in spite of the fact that we, as regu- 
larly elected commissioners, were denied the 
right of speaking on the motion, and all 
commissioners were denied the right of vot- 
ing in the negative, both of which are con- 
trary to the Constitution and rules of the 
Presbyterian Church in Korea. 


3. The actions, being taken under duress,’ 


are contrary to the religious liberty guar- 
anteed by His Majesty’s Imperial Govern- 
ment. 

Immediately after the motion had 
been declared adopted another motion 
was presented, evidently under police 
orders, directing the officers and certain 
committeemen of the Assembly to go to 
the Pyengyang Shrine at once as rep- 
resentatives of the Assembly. This mo- 
tion was carried through in the same 
illegal fashion as the first, no debate 
being allowed and no negative vote being 
called for. Many missionaries protested 
this action also. The Korean members 
of the Assembly were silent —it is not 
difficult to understand why. As soon as 
these actions were completed the As- 
sembly adjourned and the officers of the 
Assembly were taken out to the Pyeng- 
yang Shrine to bow there, being escorted 
by the police in taxis provided in ad- 
vance for the purpose. 

A number of other extraordinary ac- 
tions were taken by the Assembly that 
will radically alter the character of the 
Church in Korea. One of these makes 
the moderator of the Assembly the 
“Legal Person” of the Church with 
power to act for the Church ad interim. 
It is easy to see what this may lead to. 
A proposition is also being pushed to 
unite the Korean Church in some way 
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with the Japanese Church. The Assem- 
bly seemed entirely helpless in the 
hands of the police and of a group of 
leaders who, apparently, had been per- 
suaded or coerced to “play the game” 
as they did. Most of the strong, spir- 
itual leaders of the Church, of course, 
were not present. 

A few days later the Federal Council 
of Missions was refused permission to 
meet unless the officers signed a pledge 
in which they agreed to “discuss affirm- 
atively” the Shrine worship question. 
Such a pledge was not given, and the 
meeting was not held. 

The National Christian Council, the 
Korea Sunday School Association, and 
the Christian Endeavor Societies, which 
have done such important work in re- 
cent years, were forced to “voluntarily 
disband” at the command of the police 
on the ground that they “were no longer 
needed” by either the Church or the 
country. The Korean Y. M. C. A. and 
Y. W. C. A. have also been taken over 
by their sister Japanese organizations. 

Many of the Presbyterian pastors who 
have been known to be opposed to 
Shrine worship on conscientious grounds 
have been arrested and terribly tor- 
tured. As a result of the torturing two 
of the outstanding pastors have lost their 
reason. Many others have been debar- 
red from their pulpits and denied the 
right to carry on any active Christian 
work. Christian workers throughout the 
country have been terrorized. In certain 
cases foreign missionaries have been 
forced to give up their country work 
and church conferences because visiting 
the churches seemed to increase the 
pressure and difficulty which the Chris- 
tians were facing. 

In another article, to be published in 
an early issue of the Trmgs, a glimpse of 
the sufferings of Korean Christians will 
be given. Meantime, what? A mission- 
ary in Korea, noting in a personal letter 
to a friend in America that the Presby- 
terian Theological Seminary in Pyeng- 
yang, also the Women’s Biblical Semi- 
ary and the Men’s Bible Institute there, 
and the Pierson Memorial Bible School 
in Seoul have not opened this autumn 
because they had had definite word 
from the Japanese authorities that they 
would have to go to the Shrines and 
bow, adds this word: 

“You will understand how we are 
tempted to be pretty well discouraged. 
It is a comfort, of course, that the ac- 
tions of the Assembly were in no sense 
free actions, and so not really actions; 
but the thing that hurts most is that 
some of the influential men in the 
Church were not only apparently will- 
ing to be forced, but ready to go even 
beyond what was required. This ele- 
ment by no means represents the ma- 
jority of the Church, nor is it the best 
elemerit of the Church, but for the time 
being it is in control.” 

He adds: “Don’t let anybody at home 
get the idea we are ready to quit. Not 
a bit of it! God has laid upon us a 
great duty and privilege and testimony 
that had to be given, and that appar- 
ently cannot be given without sacrific- 


, ing for the time being much of our 


work. But the giving of this testimony 
is our great work just now, and un- 
doubtedly the biggest work we have 


ese an as 

















Lesson for January 8 


done or will be called upon to do.” 
Surely that is the spirit of true Chris- 
tian testimony ina situation full of 
peril. 

Another missionary writes to a friend 
in America: “It is a heart-breaking time 
for us all. I have said enough to let 
you know the situation and to give you 
some idea of the difficult position many 
of us are in. Shall we resign from the 
Church, or what shall we do? I will 
write you our decision later. ...I am 
well and am thankful that I am still per- 
mitted to live in my own house. T have 
not resigned.” 

Christians in the homelands know 
nothing of these testings in personal 
experience. Surely the knowledge of 
what our brethren in Christ are having 
to face and endure in a heathen land 
should bring us low in the dust before 
our Lord and theirs. Above all else that 
‘we can do, it is a time to pray. And 
as we pray, let us remember the Scrip- 
tural prayer: “The kings of the earth 
stood up, and the rulers were gathered 
together against the Lord, and against 
his Christ . . . for to do whatsoever thy 
hand and thy counsel determined before 
to be done. And now, Lord, behold their 
threatenings: and grant unto thy serv- 
ants, that with all boldness they may 
speak thy word” (Acts 4:26-29). 

And let us hear our brothers and: sis- 
ters in Korea saying to us: “Finally, 
brethren, pray for us, that the word of 
the Lord may have free course, and be 
glorified” (2 Thess. 3:1); and let us 
pray that Paul’s prayer may be their 
own: “According to my earnest expec- 
tation and my hope, that in nothing I 
shall be ashamed, but that with all bold- 
ness, as always, so now also Christ shall 
be magnified in my body, whether it be 
by life, or by death” (Phil. 1:20). 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


- Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communf 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I’ve received so much 
good from the advice you have given to 
others through The Sunday School Times, 
that I’m sure you can help me now. This 
is my first year in college, and I’m a Chris- 
tian who doesn’t attend dances or the movies. 


One of the friends I’ve made at school is 
a staunch atheist. She has very high stand- 
ards fora worldly girl, for she thinks less 
of girls who smoke than for those who don’t, 
and I think she doesn’t attend dances; but 
she considers God and the Bible a myth. 
She judges Christianity by the worldly fol- 
lowers who attend church. I feel at a loss 
to know where to begin to show her the way 
of salvation, for she has never looked at a 
Bible, and won’t listen to reason. I know 
that I am saved, but I don’t know how to 
tell her so she will understand. 

I feel that my life is lacking in the testi- 
mony it should be. I don’t read the Bible 
as I should, and I spend far too little time in 
prayer. But I never know what portion of 
it to read when I pick up the Bible, and don’t 
feel a desire to study it. 
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Lately my faith has been considerably 
shaken, but I thank God, not shattered. I 
had to write a long discourse on evolution 
for one of my classes recently, and many 
doubts arose in my mind. They are cleared 
now, but not settled to my own satisfaction. 
I have read some pamphlets on the Bible side 
of the question, but they generalized and 
didn’t explain any definite questions such 
as the reason for fossil remains. If you 
could give me advice on how to prove to my 
girl friend the authenticity of the Bible and 
the falseness of evolution, I'll be so very 
grateful. 


Y DEAR GIRL: It is too bad that 
so many of our colleges have come 
to the place where they know more than 
God Almighty! At least they think they 


- do. But the Bible is still true, “Knowl- 


edge puffeth up” (1 Cor. 8:1). When a 
person is not teachable there isn’t much 
that can be done to lead that one into 
the way of truth. I would advise your 
friend, if I were you, to read the Bible 
before she affirms that it is a “myth.” 
Lew Wallace, who wrote “Ben Hur,” 
was at one time an atheist. He was 
talking with Robert Ingersoll on a rail- 
road trip and their conversation turned 
to the question of the divinity of Jesus 
Christ. After leaving Ingersoll, Gen- 


eral Wallace ran over in his mind 
the best way to arrive at a ste OONGREAA TOR 
tory solution of the question. He 
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finally decided to write a history of 
Christ which would enable him to 
examine the pros and cons of both 
sides. For six years he worked assidu- 
ously on his task until he finally pro- 
duced “Ben Hur.” It is recorded in “The 
House of Harper,” the history of Harper 
and Brothers, that the result of his labors 
was the absolute conviction that Jesus 


- of Nazareth was not only a Christ and 


Jesus Christ, but that he was also his 
Christ, Creator, and Redeemer. 

You cannot do much for your friend 
until she is willing to read the Bible 
and be intelligent as to what she is dis- 
cussing. Not knowing the Bible places 
her in the class of the ignorant, and I 
would not hesitate to tell her so in the 
hope that she will be desirous of finding 
the truth, and that she might come to a 
decision concerning it. 

As for yourself, you cannot hope to 
be very forceful in your spiritual life 
until you have a heart-conviction about 
the Book. The prophet Jeremiah said: 
“Thy words were found, and I did eat 
them; and thy word was unto me the joy 
and rejoicing of mine’heart: for I am 
called by thy name, O Lord God of 
hosts” (Jer: 15:16). You cannot have a 
spiritual life without feeding on spir- 
itual food, which is God himself. 

If I were you I would take a book of 
the Bible at a time and read it through. 
Take the Book of John and read it, if 
possible, at one sitting, then read it 
again and again, until you feel intelli- 
gent on what that book has to offer. 
Then take another book and read it in 
the same way, and keep reading it until 
you begin to “hunger and thirst after 
righteousness,” knowing that the prom- 
ise is, “They shall be filled” (Matt. 5: 
6). Do not starve yourself and expect 
to be strong in the Lord. Remember 
Satan is ever at your side to keep you 
from God’s Word, and if he succeeds, 
you will very soon become careless in 
thinking about that which will enrich 
your life. You cannot give this friend 
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that which you do not have yourself, 
and you need a clearer vision and a 
stronger faith and the power of the Holy 
Spirit to make you successful in winning 
her to your Lord. 

I wish you would get a book called 
“The Bible Confirmed by Science,” by 
Dr. W. Bell Dawson, a leading scientist 
of the day. This can be had for $1.50, 
postpaid, from the Times Book Service, 
1721 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia. 
You may be able to get it through your 
college bookstore. Also send to “Truth 
for Students,” 518 N. Twenty-ninth 
Street, Corvallis, Oreg., and get the 
booklets called “The Wonder of the 
Book” and “The Other Side of the Ques- 
tion,” 6 cents each. They will be good 
for your friend to read as well as your- 
self. Another good book is, “Evolution, 
an Investigation and a Criticism,” by 
: : aebne ancordia Publish- 
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Hefeating the 


hristian 
Today 
From a recent letter to the Editor 


HE ever ‘changing circumstances 

around us and the uncertain political 
situation in Europe make us realize 
more than ever how utterly dependent 
we are upon the Lord. The days in 
which we are living just now are ter- 
rible. The news which trickles through 
from Germany is very sad indeed. The 
papers report only a mere fraction of 
what is happening to the Jews and the 
Christians in Germany. No one tells 
except in a whisper, because everybody 
is afraid of personal harm and of an 
increase in the general persecution. 
This fear of espionage is extending to 
all the neighbors of Germany. Fear is 
the dominant factor in the lives of the 
European nations, not excluding the 
totalitarian states. We know from very 
reliable sources that the cruelties per- 
petrated upon the Jews are causing 
much sadness and discontent in Ger- 
many itself. Personally, I would not be 
surprised if some day a revolution broke 
out in Germany and in that case there 
would be a mass murder without paral- 
lel in history. The turn which the events 
are taking in Germany shows that the 
men in command are unbalanced, moved 
by terror and, as some say, by sadistic 
motives. If this be true, the undoing of 
the terrorist system in Germany cannot 
be far off. 

The future is dark, and in the face 
of what is happening to the poor Jews, 
one wonders what the “time of Jacob’s 
trouble” will be like. Surely the day 
of the Judgment of the Nations cannot 
be very far off now, because the cup of 
iniquity is filling rapidly. What a joy 
to discover that, whereas the mountains 
are being shaken, “there is a river, the 
streams whereof shall make glad the 
city of God, the holy place of the taber- 
nacles of the most High. God is in the 
midst of her; she shall not be moved: 
God shall help her, and that right early” 
(Psa. 46:4, 5). 








940 * 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


December 24, 1938 














A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 








By Ernest Gordon 

















LITTLE Girl’s Testimony.—Mr. 
A Silver of the Scotch Mission at 

Arkonam, India, records the re- 
cent death of a member of the Arko- 
nam Church. Twenty years ago a lit- 
tle girl lay dying. She was not a 
Christian, but had been taught about 
Christ in school and wanted, as she 
said, to be “his little girl’ before 
she died. Her parents hesitated long, 
but finally consented to her baptism. 
Those present will always remember in 
that connection the first verse of the 
Twenty-third Psalm, for the last thing 
she wrote on her slate was in Tamil, 
“The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not 
want.” The sequel came several months 
later when not only her father and 
mother but a great company of their 
relatives came seeking baptism. “It was 
her dying wish,” the parents said. 

“And now her father has been laid 
to rest beside her; and in memory of 
her he has left to the Mission his life’s 
savings, amounting to £450, to be used 
for giving a Christian education to des- 
titute children.” 


Does Gandhi Practice What He 
Preaches?—Mr. McGavran explains in 
World Dominion the threat to Christian 
missions which Mr. Gandhi represents. 
After a three-hour conference with two 
Christian leaders he said: 

“We shall not allow conversions to 
continue. ... You Christians must stop 
preaching to, and making disciples 
amongst, the Depressed Classes. If you 
do not we shall make you. We shall 
appeal to the educated Indian Chris- 
tians (that is, against taking outcastes 
into the church); we shall appeal to 
your home constituency; and if this fail, 
we shall prohibit by law any change of 
religion and will back up the law by the 
force of the State.” 

Strange words from the apostle of 
passive resistance. 

“He knows well enough,” says Mr. 
McGavran, “of great persecutions going 
on continually in the villages against 
Christian converts, but has never lifted 
a finger to stop them, I have just heard 
of one who attempted to become a Chris- 
tian, who was thrice kidnaped by Hin- 
dus, once poisoned, and once beaten al- 
most to death. Freedom of conscience, 
freedom of the public platform and of 
the press, freedom to change religion 
according to conscience, will probably 
be revoked in all legislatures where 
Hindus command majorities.” 

To Mr. McGavran said Mr. Gandhi: 
“Under no circumstances do I favor the 
Untouchables becoming Christians. They 
are better off without uplift in Hindu- 
ism than with uplift in Christianity.” 

An illustration of what this idolater 
and cow-worshiper is threatening comes 
from Travancore. The Maramon Con- 
vention of the Mar Thoma Church, un- 
der Bishop Abraham’s presidency, was 


opposed by the government since this 
church’s evangelism is directed to the 
conversion of Hindus. It tried to have 
Bishop Abraham arrested, but was de- 
feated by an uprising of public opinion. 


Doings of the Syncretists—Dnyano- 
daya is a mission paper printed in both 
English and Marathi. It is financed by 
six denominational missions in India. 

In the Marathi column of March 10, 
1938, is an article advocating “Vande 
Mataram” as the Indian National An- 
them, and urging Christians so to rec- 
ognize it and to rise to their feet when 
it is sung. 

But,—this hymn honors the goddess 
Durga with her ten brandishing arms, 
better known as the horrible Kali-Mata 
of the Bengalese. Mohammedan mem- 
bers of the Legislative Assembly, Mad- 
ras, have successfully protested against 
its use in that Assembly. Many protests 
have been sent to the All-India Con- 
gress for its abandonment and displace- 
ment by a national hymn satisfactory to 
all elements in India. No doubt among 
these protesters against the idolatrous 
hymn are Christians as well as Moslems. 
The article in the mission paper is a 
stab in the back for all such. It is a 
typical illustration of the perverseness 
of theological liberalism and of the “syn- 
cretists” (those who would unite all be- 
liefs) on the mission field. 

Five miles from Benares, at a place 
called Sarath, is the spot where Buddha 
had his first vision and preached his 
first sermon. A fine looking temple has 
been put up here, the cost of which 
has been subscribed chiefly by Ameri- 
cans and English. Before one can enter 
shoes have to be removed and at the 
entrance was an egraved stone with the 
words of Jehovah to Moses at the Bush, 
“Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for 
the place whereon thou standest is holy 
ground.” ‘This, however, has since been 
removed kecause of Christian protest. 


The Bolshevist Inquisition—-The Link, 
Professor I. V. Neprash’s organ of Rus- 
sian Baptist relief, publishes the story 
of a Russian pastor’s wife who has now 
escaped fiom the house of bondage. For 
a year and a half she was sent from 
prison to rrison in the hope of securing 
from her information.as to the where- 
abouts of other Christians. Of one such 
transfer she says: 
made in a railroad car without windows, 
such as cattle are shipped in. There 
were forty-seven men and three women. 
Those who died on the road were kept 
hidden in a corner in order that the 
full number of food rations might be 
received at the stations. Finally this 
ruse was discovered, and the car cleaned, 
but later the rations were so insufficient 
that others died until only two were 
left alive.” 

One form of torture was this: 

“The cell was full of lice and bedbugs 


“The journey was~ 


which literally threw themselves on me 
and covered my body. Soon not a sound 
spot on my skin was to be found. The 
suffering was intense, moral as well as 
physical, as I had always lived in clean 
homes. 

“All that I could do was to keep my 
hands moving over my face to prevent 
the lice from filling my eyes, nose, and 
mouth. In despair I pounded on the 
prison door like one insane. The guard 
opened it and angrily asked what the 
matter was. He handed me a bottle of 
kerosene. The bloodthirsty insects stop- 
ped torturing me, but as soon as the 
kerosene dried they revived, and my 
suffering continued. This continued for 
several days.” 

There were priests of the former state 
church in these prisons, and this Bap- 
tist minister’s wife says of them: 

“How miserable they looked, stripped 
of all their former pomp. Although I 
was a ‘sectarian’ the Lord seemed to 
give them full confidence in me. Many 
came with confessions, especially when 
approaching death. They confessed hor- 
rible sins committed while they were 
still priests. Some of them frankly said 
they were the guilty ones, because of 
whom God had permitted such a revolu- 
tion in Russia.” 


Anti-Machine Protests—Roger Bab- 
son, Moderator of the Congregationalist 
churches, writes of the system which 
has grown up: “Ever since 1913 we have 
been making our methods more cum- 
bersome in the name of efficiency. To- 
day our affairs have become an impos- 
sible mass of wheels with interlocking 
committees, trying to function, but in 
fact blocking the Kingdom of God. The 
winning of souls to Jesus Christ has 
been almost forgotten. This system is 
in danger of strangling both our 
churches and missionary societies. Ef- 
ficiency and administration have their 
place, but they are not substitutes for 
the Holy Spirit.” 

The attempt to unite more and more 
churches into a super-church would but 
intensify this confusion a hundredfoid. 

Three hundred important laymen of 
the Southern Methodist Church met re- 
cently in Columbia, S. C., to take steps 
to prevent the merger with the Northern 
Methodist Church. They have affiliated 
themselves with the Laymen’s -Organ- 
ization for the Preservation of the 
Southern Methodist Church. Payments 
by individual Southern churches to any 
United Church are to be opposed in local 
churches. 

b 


Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of THE SuN- 
DAY ScHoot Times? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 
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LESSON 2. JANUARY 8. PETER COMMENDED AND REBUKED 


International Uniform Lesson.— Matthew 16: 13-25 
Golden Text.—Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.—Matt. 16: 16 

















Kine JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 16:13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Czesarea Philippi, 
he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of 
man am? 

14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: 
some Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 

15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 

16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. 

17 And Jesus answered and saic unto him, Blessed art thou, 
Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 

18 And I say also unto thee, That*thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. 

19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven. 

20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man 
that he was Jesus the Christ. 

21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, 
how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be 
raised again the third day. 

22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be 
it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. 

23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, 
Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the 
things that be of God, but those that be of men. 

24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, if any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
me. 

25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever 
will lose his life for my sake shall find it. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Matt. 16:13 Now when Jesus came into the parts of Czesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Who do men say that 
the Son of man is? 14 And they said, Some say John the Bap- 
tist; some, Elijah; and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. 
15 He saith unto them, But who say ye that Iam? 16 And Simon 
Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. 17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed 
art thou, Simon Bar-Jonah: for flesh and blood hath not revealed 
it unto thee, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I also say 
unto thee, that thou art 2 Peter, and upon this *rock I will build 
my church; and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 
19 I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; 
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven. 20 Then charged he the disciples that they should tell 
no man that he was the Christ. 

21 From that time began ‘Jesus to show unto his disciples, 
that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and the third 
day be raised up. 22 And Peter took him, and began to rebuke 
him, saying, > Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall never be unto 
thee. 23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind 
me, Satan:ethou art a stumblingblock unto me: for thou mindest 
not the things of God, but the things of men. 24 Then said 
Jesus unto his disciples, If any man would come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 25 For 
whosoever would save ‘his life shall lose it: and whosoever shall 
lose his life for my sake shall find it. 


1Many ancient authorities read, that I the Son of man am. 
See Mark 8:27; Luke 9:18. 2Gr., Petros. *Gr., petra. *Some 
ancient authorities read, Jesus Christ. ®Or, God have mercy 
on thee. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE truth embodied in Peter’s great 
confession, “Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God,” is the 
rock of our salvation. Upon this the 
Church is builded. Apart from a divine 
Saviour there would be no church of 
God in the world. It is noticeable that 
Jesus himself elicited this confession by 
direct questioning. He knew well both 
the attitude of men in general regarding 
his true character and also that which 
his disciples knew him to be. But he 
would have them put themselves on 
record, and so Peter was led to speak 
for them all. It meant much to the 
Lord Jesus to discern the working of 
grace in their souls, and their growth 
in spiritual intelligence. On the other 
hand, it grieved him deeply when they 
failed to enter into the truth concerning 
the work of redemption as readily as 
they had grasped something of the glory 
of his Person. Hence his severe rebuke 
when Peter would have turned him 
aside, had it been possible, from the 
Geath of the cross. The blunder of 
Peter as to this might well give us 
pause, as we realize how untrustworthy 
are the views of even the best of men 
unless they are the recipients of divine 
revelation. How good that God has 
given us his Word, thus revealing won- 
drous mysteries kept secret from the 
world’s foundation ! 
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The Historical Setting 


It was in Iturea, in the region of Cesa- 
rea Philippi, a city of considerable 
prominence, largely populated by Gen- 
tiles, that Jesus interviewed his disciples 
as here related. For over a year they 
had seen his works and heard his words 
ere he asked for a definite confession. 
The date was possibly A. D. 32. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 16:13—‘“Whom do men say that 
I...am?” It is all-irnportant that one 
have a right understanding regarding 
the Lord Jesus. He knew well what men 
thought, but he desired his disciples to 
learn to “try the things that differ” 
(Phil. 1:10, literal rendering) in order 
that they might give him his rightful 
place in their hearts. 


Verse 14.—“Some say.” Opinions dif- 
fered very widely. Some thought him 
to be a reincarnation of some one who 
had preceded him, others that he was 
a prophet who had come to call the peo- 
ple back to God. 


Verse 15.—“Whom say ye that I am?” 
They had been with him for over a 
year. What effect had his life and teach- 
ing made upon them? Had they pene- 
trated the mystery of his Person? 


Verse 16.—“The Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” Peter’s confession came 
full and clear. He had seen in Jesus 
the promised Messiah, a supernatural 
person, the Son of God, therefore divine. 
Nothing short of this will do. Christ 
Jesus is either the Son of God become 


flesh for our redemption, or he is un- 
worthy of our trust and confidence. 


Verse 17.—“Flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it.” Not by mere intuition had 
this understanding come to Peter. The 
Father himself had revealed it by his 
Holy Spirit. (See Matt. 11:27.) It is 
the Father alone who really knows the 
mystery of the incarnation. 


Verse 18.—“Upon this rock.” Peter 
was indeed a stone or rock to be builded 
into the house of God, but Christ him- 
self is the Foundation Rock of our sal- 
vation. The Church is to be builded 
upon him whom Peter confessed. Note 
that Jesus speaks of the building of his 
Church as a future thing. That Church 
was destined to be invincible. The 
power of evil would be scattered before 
its armies. 


Verse 19.—Binding and loosing. The 
Lord did not commit the keys of Heaven 
to Peter. The Kingdom of Heaven is 
the sphere where Christ’s authority is 
recognized on earth. Binding and loos- 
ing were terms used by the rabbis. By 
the preaching of the Word men are 
loosed from their sins if they believe. 
But if they spurn the Gospel message 
they are bound in their sins. 


Verse 20.—“‘Teil no man.” It was evi- 
dent already that the Jews would not 
receive him as their Messiah, so that 
message was to be held in abeyance for 
a time. After his resurrection Peter pro- 
claimed this truth anew (Acts 2:36). 


Verse 21—“Jesus ... must... be 
killed, and be raised again.” He had 








942 * 


come into the world for this very pur- 
pose (Matt. 20:28). The rejected Mes- 
siah must die for the salvation of man- 
kind. But he would rise in triumph to 
fulfill all God’s counsels. 


Verse 22.—‘Peter ... began to rebuke 
him.” He who, when taught of God, 
declared the precious truth of Christ’s 
person, now, when actuated by the flesh, 
dared even to seek to withstand the 
carrying out of the purpose of God. 
It was a sad instance of spiritual pride 
succeeding a high and holy mood. 


Verse 23—“‘Get thee behind me, 
Satan.” Christ recognized the seductive 
voice of the Devil speaking through 
Peter, seeking to turn him aside from 
the cross, where he must die to make 
propitiation for our sins. It was the 
human will in conflict with divine reve- 
lation, yet both expressed by the same 
man, and he a chosen apostle. 

Verse 24.—“Take up his cross.” The 
path of discipleship is that of self-renun- 
ciation even unto death. A man carry- 
ing a cross in that old Roman world was 
aman going out to die. So the follower 
of Jesus is to take the place of identi- 
fication with the rejected One and to 
accept the place of death, refusing to 
own the claims of the carnal nature and 
the world that has cast out the Son of 
God. 


Verse 25.—“Whosoever will save his 
life shall lose it.” He who lives to grat- 
ify self will lose all at last; but he who 
renounces self-interest for the glory of 
Christ and the blessing of others will 
enjoy life at its best, both here and 
hereafter. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Until we know the Lord Jesus'as the 
Christ, the Son of the living God, we 
do not know him at all. He is truly 
the Son of man, for he has taken our 
humanity in grace, apart from sin, into 
union with his deity. But he is also the 
Anointed of.Jehovah, the eternal Son of 
the Father, who became man without 
ceasing to be God, in order that he might 
redeem sinful men from the judgment 
that their iniauities have righteously de- 
served. So the second great truth of 
divine revelation is that “the Son of 
man must suffer.” Only by his sacri- 
ficial death could expiation be made for 
iniquity. And no one could make pro- 
pitiation for sinners but one who was 
himself sinless man and absolute God. 
He had to be who he was in order to 
do what he did. 

Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

His Name and His Title. Our Lord's 
personal name is Jesus, which means 
“Jehovah Saving.” Christ is his title. 
He is the Anointed One to whom the 
Spirit is given in all his fullness, But 
let us never forget Jesus ig the Christ. 
To deny this is fatal. To confess it is 
the very essence of Christianity (1 John 
5:1). Various occult and mystic sys- 
tems insist that Jesus was a mere man 
and that Christ was the Spirit that came 
to enlighten him. This is utterly false 
and to be refused as contrary to 1 John 
4;2, 3. 

The Son of the Living God. Such lan- 
guage can only be rightly used of a 
divine person. The Jews so understood 
it (John 10:33), and Jesus plainly af- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
2. January 8.—Peter Commended and 
po | Perper tree Matthew 16:13-25 
3. January 15.—Peter Sees Christ’s Glory. 
Matthew 17:1-18; 2 Peter 1:16-18 
4. January 22.—Peter Denies His Lord. 
Luke 22:31-34, 54-62 


5. January 29.—Peter Declares His Love. 
John 21:11-19 

6. February 5.—Peter Preaches at Pente- 
SRE ET OTR ee Acts 2:5-18, 36-41 

7. February 12.—Peter Heals a Lame 
RR ee er eae Acts 3:1 to 4:22 

8, February 19.—Beverage Alcohol] and 


Its Social Perils (A social aspect of 
the liquor problem). 
Amos 6:1-6; 1 Peter 2:11, 12; 4:1-5 
9. February 26.—Peter in Samaria. Acts 8:4-25 
10. March 5.—Peter Preaches to Gentiles. 
Acts 10:1-48 








firmed it (John 10:36). When Peter 
made this confession Jesus blessed him, 
declaring that it was by a revelation 
from the Father that he had learned this 
secret. When Thomas cried, “My Lord 
and my God,” Jesus accepted his wor- 
ship without rebuking his language, 
which declared Christ’s full deity. 

Son of Man. This was our Lord’s 
favorite title for himself after the Jews 
had made it plain that they would re- 
fuse to accept him as the promised Son 
of David and the Son of Abraham. It 
indicates his relationship to the whole of 
mankind and is prophetic of his uni- 
versal dominion. (See Psalm 8 and He- 
brews 2.) 


Lesson Outlines 
; TITLES OF JESUS 
Son of man — Heir of the world 
Son of Abraham — the promised Seed 
Son of David —the King of Israel 
Son of God—the Eternal One 
THE ANOINTED ONE 
Christ, or Messiah, means_ the 
Anointed: The title is used of the Son 
of God in seven distinct aspects: 
In eternity (Prov. 8:23; “set up” is the 
same word as “anointed”) 
As born of Mary (Luke 2:11) 
The Sacrificial Victim (1 Cor. 15:3) 
The Risen Saviour (1 Cor. 15:20) 
The Ascended One (Acts 2:36) 
The Head of the Church with all his 
saints (1 Cor. 12:12) 
The Coming King (2 Thess. 2:1) 


Practical and Personal Applications 


If we had been in Peter’s place, what 
answer would we have given to the 
question of Jesus? 


Do we simply regard Jesus as a great 
prophet or teacher of righteousness? If 
so, he is not our Saviour. 

Lost sinners need more than an in- 
structor. They need a Redeemer. Do 
we know Jesus in this aspect? 

No one who was merely a man could 
accomplish the work of our salvation. 
Have we learned to know Jesus as the 
divine Son of the Father who came from 
Heaven to become our Saviour? 


Have we confessed him as the 
Anointed One, the’ Son of the living 
God who has given to us eternal life? 


Are we in danger of being exalted un- 
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duly because of a little knowledge in 
divine things, or do we endeavor to 
learn of Christ in ail humility? 


Is it not strange that there are people 
who can build their hopes for eternity 
upon Peter as the Rock on which they 
fancy the Church is built, in spite of 
his failures, who have never dared to 
risk their soul’s salvation on Christ, the 
unfailing Son of God? 


Are we seeking to make the most of - 


what men call life, while risking the 
loss of the life that is eternal? 


Are we denying Christ or denying 
self? To renounce self and yield our 
all to Christ is the way into the abun- 
dant life. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

Peter’s two letters are linked with 
two great experiences in his association 
with Christ: the first connects with the 
scene at Cesarea Philippi; the second 
with the mount of transfiguration. 

It is impossible to avoid the Lord 
Jesus, once he has crossed our path; 
we must seek to account for him in some 
way. 

To see in Christ the greatest man of 
all earth’s millions, but not to recognize 
his deity, is to fail completely in esti- 
mating him aright. 

People speak of the problem of Jesus, 
but the Lord Jesus is not a problem; 
he is the answer to all préblems. 

When Jesus is revealed to the soul in 
his true character, all else becomes clear 
and the mystery of redemption is solved. 

We may see the two natures illus- 
trated in this lesson: when Peter con- 


fessed Christ as the Son of God he spoke - 


in the Spirit, but when he tried to dis- 
suade his Lord from going to the cross 
it was the flesh that controlled him. 


Satan works through the activity of 
the flesh in his endeavors to thwart the 
counsels of God. 


Young people often speak of seeing 
life when they launch out on a selfish 
and sinful career, but they should rather 
speak of trifling with life, for true liv- 
ing is only enjoyed in serving Christ. 

We do not follow Jesus in order to be 
saved in Heaven at last, but rather that 
we might glorify God in this present 
world. 

CHICAGO. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
HERE was the scene of the present 
lesson? 


2. Why was Jesus concerned as to what 
men said of him? 


3. What does Peter’s confession involve? 


4. What was the response of the Lord 
Jesus to such a confession? 


5. What is the Rock on which the Church 
is built? 

6. What did Jesus mean by “my church’? 

7. What are the gates of hell? 


8. What led Peter to rebuke Jesus when 
he spoke of his death? 


9. What is meant by taking up the cross? 


10. In what sense does a man lose his life 
who saves it, or save his life who loses it 
for Christ’s sake? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 946 of this issue. 
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Lesson for January 8 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each. illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet ye 
the conditions of this department. The full 

of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 


fimes three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

No Longer “How?”—Who do men say 
that the Son of man is? (Matt. 16:13, 
R.. V.). Only two words can be made 
out of the letters “o-h-w.” They are 
“who” and “how.” I used to ask the 
“how” of things, but now I have ceased 
that, since I know the “Who” of things. 
—From Dr. W. Leon Tucker. Sent by 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Lacona, N. Y. 


When Coldness is Impossible——For 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which is in Heaven 
(v. 17). Walter Lippman, the newspaper 
man, in concluding his imaginary dia- 
logue between a Modernist and a Fun- 
damentalist, makes the Modernist ask 
that the question be discussed without 
heat. But the Fundamentalist says, 
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“Has it ever occurred to you that this 
advice is easier for you to follow than 
for me?”. “How’' so?” asks the Modern- 
ist. “Because for me an eternal plan of 
salvation is at stake. For you there is 
nothing at stake but a few tentative 
opinions, none of which means anything 
to your happiness. Your request that I 
should be tolerant and amiable is, there- 
fore, a suggestion that I submit the 
foundation of my life to the destructive 
efforts of your skepticism, your indiffer- 
ence, and your good nature. You ask 
me to smile and to commit suicide.”— 
From Heart and Life Magazine. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Canby, Minn. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Psychoanalysis and the Bible—For 
thou savourest not the things that be of 
God, but those that be of men (v. 23). 
Sigmund Freud, _ eighty-two-year-old 
Jewish scientist, whose psychoanalytic 
theories are famous over the world, a 
few days ago was permitted to leave 
Vienna with his family. He was al- 
lowed to take his library with him, but 
had to abandon his other properties, in- 
cluding his publishing house, reports 
Time. Going to London to a furnished 
house rented by his son Ernst, he intends 
to resume his interrupted labors on a 
psychoanalysis of the Bible. If Sig- 
mund Freud in pursuit of his study will 
diligently read the Scriptures, the result 
will be that he, not the Bible, will be 
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Dr. Pace’s cartoons may now be obtained as stereopticon slides and as film-slides. There are 20 

series of the glass slides, containing 30 to 40 slides each, with comments making a connected ser- 

mon out of each series. They may be rented at 5c per slide, or bought for 40c each, uncolored, or 

75c each colored. The film-slide rolls, containing usually thirty or more pictures, may be had at $2 

aroll, plain; they are not rented. All may be ordered from The Bond Slide Company, 58 West 
Ww: gton Street, Chicago. 
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psychoanalyzed, for “the word of God 
is quick, and powerful, and sharper than 
any twoedged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, 
and of the joints and marrow, and is 
a discerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). The Bible 
will reveal to him far more than he has 
ever revealed to his patients of their 
inmost, subconscious thoughts. . . . He 
will learn that because of his iniquity 
he is already under condemnation of 
death, though not worse than other men; 
and that God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son—From 
“Now” (June 17, 1938. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Canby, Minn. 


The Death of “I.”—Then said Jesus 
unto his disciples, If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow me (v. 24). I 
heard the cross described as an “I” that 
had been crossed off. Just draw your 
pencil straight through the letter “I” 
somewhere near the top, and you will 
see what is meant.—From Edith Gore- 
ham, in The Sunday School Times. Sent 


. by B. M. Dobbin, Lyndon, Kans. 


The Chinese Cross-Bearers.—Let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me (v. 24). One market day in 
the village two Chwang tribesmen heard 
a colporteur preach the Gospel. Then 
the began to sell Gospels, promising 
blessing to those who not only read but 
obeyed the precepts contained therein. 
Both men purchased copies and took 
them home, and read till they came to 
the statement, “If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow me.” In their 
desire to obey the Word of God, they 
made two crosses of bamboo, and tied 
them on their backs. The Chinese trans- 
lation of the words “take up his cross,” 
is “bear his cross on his back.” They 
carried these crosses as they visited the 
market or went about the country, and 
then carefully hung them on the front 
of their houses when they were at home. 
Seeing their earnestness of heart, God 
did not leave them long in the dark. 
Soon a Chinese worker discovered them 
and explained the Gospel to them, advis- 
ing them to go to the mission for fur- 
ther instruction. They did so and re- 
turned to their village and began to 
witness for the Lord.—From the Alli- 
ance Weekly. Sent by E. M. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 


“These Jesus Men.”—Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God 
(Golden Text). With something of a 
shock we heard a favorite preacher say, 
‘I’m tired of these Jesus men, in pulpit 
and press. We hear too much about the 
‘leadership of Jesus.’ We need to hear, 


_ instead, about the Saviourhood of Christ, 


I’ve had enough of the men who speak 
beautifully about Jesus, but are silent 
about Christ.” Of course, that preacher’s 
point was well made. In these days of 
watering down the Gospel, we find over- 
many who are willing to extol the hu- 
man qualities of Jesus, but who deny 
him his crown rights as Christ, the Son 
of God and Saviour of men. Crossless 
preaching will never transform char- 
acter or save the world.—From Christian 
Herald. Sent by.Mrs. Lizzie Kirby Beck, 
Smiths Grove, Ky. 
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From the Platform 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that, just as the Lord Jesus 
looked into Peter’s heart long ago and saw 
all that was there, thou art able to look down 
into our hearts today. We thank thee that 
thou dost not only see our weaknesses and 
failures and sin, but art also mindful of every 
response to thy love and grace. Thou hast 
been so patient with us, correcting us where 
we have needed correction, and encouraging 
and helping us, through thine indwelling pres- 
ence, to do better. May we be pliable and 
teachable under thy loving hand, and learn 
quickly the lessons thou “dost seek to teach us. 
Guard us, we pray thee, against self-confidence 
and presumption when things go well, and 
keep us from discouragement and despair 
when failures or difficulties come. And, 
through it all, wilt thou keep alive in our 
hearts a warm-hearted love for thee that shall 
make us eager and ready to be instantly obe- 
dient in whatever thou dost desire of us. We 
ask all this ing the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson—If I were to ask 
those of you to rise who could say of the 
Lord Jesus, as Peter did long ago, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God,” nearly all in this Sunday school 
would doubtless be on their feet. And 
you would mean what you were saying, 
too. But there are more ways of speak- 
ing than with our lips. Not long ago I 
saw the members of a football team 
coming out of their school gymnasium. 
I was eager to know who had won the 
game that had just been played, and yet 
I did not have to ask a single player. 
Their manner told me very plainly. Some 
of us have had experience with Mother or 
Father, and have been spoken to,. very 
plainly and conclusively, by a mere look. 
It is not enough for us to acknowledge 
the Lord Jesus with our lips. That is 
very necessary and right; but if our 
daily lives show those things that we 
know grieve him and are contrary to his 
will, or if others see that we love self 
better than we love him, they will natu- 
rally wonder whether the statements we 
make with our lips are correct. Some 
one has well said that, if Christ is not 
Lord of all, he is not Lord at all. Is he 
Lord of all in your life today? Let us 
pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Master’s Sort.—And Simon Peter 
answered (Matt. 16:16). “Peter an- 
swered.” Peter was always answering. 
He seems to have been built that way. 
And in the opinion of this present writer 
it is not a bad style of architecture for 
a man to be built upon. The impulsive 
man or woman is apt to be “all wool 
and a yard wide” sort. “Open and above- 
board” is another way of describing this 
type of human structure. 

The Peter kind of man is always good 
company for a social disposition. You 
do nct have to do anything to “enter- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


tain” him. Of course the “quick-on-the- 
trigger’ Peters make, now and then, bad 
breaks and have to be “called down,” as 
happened in our lesson today with our 
present Peter. The impulsive “Peter” 
is usually the man who tackles and ac- 
complishes big things. Rushes in where 
angels fear to tread. He does not stop 
long enough to think it through and 
by so doing get cold feet. 

It is “Peter” who pioneers the rail- 
road, lays the cable, stretches the wire 
rope bridges across the rivers, and builds 
a great business and a great nation. It 
is “Peter” who does not stop long enough 
to weigh and carefully consider the dan- 
gers of dark continents and wild islands, 
but who says in effect, “You fellows just 
hold the rope, and I’ll go down and see 
what can be done to save the poor fel- 
lows” (Matt. 4:22; 2 Tim. 4:2). 

There is a popular comic cartoon by 
Webster called “The Timid Soul,” which 
illustrates caution gone to seed. Well, 
Peter was no “Timid Soul.” Indeed, 
what great thing in the world has been 
accomplished by one who was a retir- 
ing, carefully conservative “Timid 
Soul”? None of the great reformers, 
from John the Baptist to “John Whatshis- 
name” was of the shrinking violet type. 

Did you ever hear of Livingstone, 
Cecil Rhoads, Paton, Carey, Martin, 
Crawford, Mackey? Or to get nearer to 
date — Teddy Roosevelt, Admiral Byrd, 
Lindbergh? 

Never forget the Master picked Peter 
for one of the three inner group. 


An Uncertain Foundation.—Thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church; and... hell shall not prevail 
(v. 18). You will appreciate this saying 
of the Lord Jesus when you remember 
that the word “Peter” is the same as 
“rock.” His born name was Simon. His 
“pen name” given to him by the Lord 
is “Rock.” Rather perhaps I should say 
“his familiar name.” Simon Rock. 

Gladstone’s schoolmates called him 
“Crystai” Gladstone, because he was so 
honest and clean. How many of the 
readers of this note know the real name 
of “Stonewall” Jackson? And why he 
was so called. And, by the way, both 
Gladstone and Jackson were the same 
fine Christian, “Stonewall” sort of men 
(Eph. 6:13). 

The other day I was » lacking at some 
“Peterfied” wood from the “Peter-fied” 
forest. In the centuries it has been 
changed from cellulose to silica. And 
when polished, oh, how beautiful! But 
no one in Arizona would think of using 
this lovely product of the centuries to 
build on. It is too uncertain. Like the 
best of men, however beautiful in char- 
acter. 

It was not the man Peter who was to 
be the “rock” foundation of the Chris- 
tian church, but his confession. The 
American commonwealth was not built 
upon George Washington, but upon that 
splendid instrument we call the Consti- 
tution. 

It is never known when human stuff is 
going to fail. The impulsive Peter sort 
of human stuff, especially. It was this 
very “Rock” man who went all to pieces 
that tragic night out by the fire when 
the rooster crowed him to his senses 
(Mark 14:66-72). 


December 24, 1938 


In the catastrophe we call “The De- 
pression,” that came upon the country 
in 1929, we had by wholesale the spec- 
tacle of commercial, financial, and other 
enterprises founded entirely upon hu- 
man ability, tumbling to wreck and ruin. 
It was somewhat striking that those con- 
cerns which came through this trying 
period successfully were those founded 
upon high principles. As I write this 
note the Philadelphia newspapers record 
the fact that all five of Philadelphia’s 
great hotels are in bankruptcy, with un- 
paid taxes and interest on their bonds. 
But down at Atlantic City, in spite of 
the fact that every bank but one closed 
its doors, the great hotels run by the 
Quakers, without liquor, are running 
along as usual and “packin’ ’em in!” 


Satan and His Home—He .. . said 
unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: 
thou art an offence unto me (v. 23). 
Last week (as I write) I was at a famous 
jail. Not to speak, but just to see it. A 
convict from the Massachusetts peniten- 
tiary who once called upon me said, “Mr. 
Ridgway, you are known in every jail 
in the United States.” And, by the way, 
I got a letter from this “fellow-on- 
parole” the other day saying, “Mr. Ridg- 
way, you will be glad to know I am 
making good. I am the sales manager of 
a nationally known concern in the West, 
with sixty traveling men under me.” 

In this jail I visited I was approached 
by a man who said he had been 
“framed.” That was the reason he was 
there. Could I help him? I told him 
I would see the judge who sent him up. 
I did. The judge said he was one of 
the slickest convicts behind the bars. 
He gave me the details. “Then, Judge, 
we are forced to believe there is a per- 
sonal Devil. Otherwise, how are we go- 
ing to account for this good looking, 
smart and able young fellow, eats 
into the criminal class?” 

Just as the Lord Jesus was not saying 
he was founding his church on the man 
Peter, neither was he telling Peter he 
was Satan. Just as in the first instance 
it was what Peter said to which Jesus 
was referring. Peter was always saying 
things he had better not! (Mark 14:66- 
72.) - 

There are those who say — mark, who 
say—they do not believe in the Devil 
and his hell. “God is too good to inflict 
punishment.” Mother Nature, whom 
some of the Bible rejecters claim to wor- 
ship, is not too good to punish the viola- 
tion of her laws, is she? 

I like Billy Sunday’s answer to the 
man who said he did not believe there 
was a hell, You may remember it. It 
goes something like this: 

“If you believe there is no hell and 
I know there is a hell, and we both die 
and there is no hell, you have nothing 
on me. But if it turns out that the Old 
Book is true, and there is a hell sure 
enough, Old fellow, I will have you beat 
to a frazzle !” 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 

. we 


Liberty is not being without control, 
nor being under coercion; nor is it, 
strictly speaking, being in a state of self- 
control. It is to be within the sphere of 
divine control, having the Spirit of life 
within and around us.—Evan H. Hopkins. 
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Lesson for January 8 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Two Spirits. 

Discussion: (1) Ways in which the Holy 
Spirit operates in a fellow’s life; (2) Ways 
in which Satan operates. (3) The means 
used by both. 


Objective: To experience what John 14: 
17 means. 











AY, fellows, there is a mortal conflict 

between two spirits continually go- 
ing on in the heart of a man and involv- 
ing eternal consequences. We have a 
striking example of this in the chapter 
of Peter’s life which we study today. 
The Holy Spirit is present, striving with 
man to enlighten him, instruct him, lead 
him, and become vocal through him; and 
at the same time the evil spirit, who is 
Satan, is doing what he can not only to 
frustrate the work of the Holy Spirit, 
but to cause his victim to stumble in 
judgment and commit folly that is fatal. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ’’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Peter rose to a great height when he 
answered the Lord’s question by saying, 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” He said it with deep con- 
viction and earnestness, because he 
knew it. The Lord Jesus highly com- 
mended Peter for that testimony. It is 
doubtful if any nobler thing could be 
said of any man’s utterance than that 
which the Lord Jesus said of Peter’s 
statement. First, he called Peter 
“blessed” for it, with all the word 
“blessed” can mean; and he told Peter 
he could not have made the statement 
with that definite assurance except that 
the Father in Heaven (the Spirit of 
God) had gripped his heart and mind 
with it. Peter was uttering the very 
words of God. Then came the even 
more impressive statement from the 
Lord Jesus: “Upon this rock [the rock 
of this testimony] I will build my 
church”! Peter’s utterance had become 
a part and fabric of the very founda- 
tional structure of the church of the 
living Christ. 

But Peter was human —very human. 
If it was a time of exaltation with Peter, 
it was also a time of weakness. Peter 
was in the rarified air of the strato- 
sphere, without an oxygen tank; and 
Satan, ever watchful for an opening, was 
quick to come in and use that weakness 
for his own purpose. Satan had desper- 
ately but unsuccessfully tried by direct 
assault to tempt the Lord Jesus and 
overthrow his plan for the redemption 
of the world (see Matt. 4:1-11), but the 
Lord Jesus had put Satan to flight on 
that occasion. Now Satan’s strategy is 
to work through Peter. Even if his de- 
signs on the Lord Jesus fail, he will 
bring Peter down to the ground; Peter 
is becoming too valuable to the Lord 
Jesus with his fine testimony. 

So Satan incarnated himself in Peter, 
and he got hold of Peter’s spirit and 
tongue. He inflated Peter with the idea 
that he was competent to advise the 
Lord Jesus on any line. Therefore when 
the Lord announced his. purpose to go 
to Jerusalem and there be crucified, 
Peter promptly stepped up and said, “Be 
it far from thee, Lord.” Then the Lord 
looked Peter straight in the eye and 
said: “Get thee behind me, Satan: thou 
art an offence unto me.” 

How it must have crushed Peter to 
have his Lord call him the Devil. But 
Satan had for the moment incarnated 
himself in Peter. It is one of the amaz- 
ing things he can do. He does the same 
thing today. He can come to you in the 
guise of an intimate friend, and with 
soft words beguile you. Peter realized 
Satan’s power, even after that warning, 
after he had denied his Lord, with curs- 
ing, in the court of the high priest’s 
palace, when taunted by a servant maid. 
Is it any wonder he says in his letter to 
Christians: “Be sober, be vigilant; be- 
cause your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). 

Peter believed in a personal Devil, 
because he had learned the truth 
through sad experience. 

PITTSBURGH. 
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CHRISTIAN YOUTH is the TrimEs weekly 
paper for young people. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To lead the girls to a definite 
conviction of their beliefs. 


Activity.—Assign the Scripture refer- 
ences before the discussion begins. Show 
the girls how they may search the Word 
for an answer to their perplexities. 

Memory Verse.—“Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God’’ (Matt. 16:16). 











IRLS, why is it that folk usually find 

it easier to discuss any topic that 
might be presented than to express their 
inner convictions? Are your convictions 
vague? Do you know what you believe? 
If some one should ask you why you be- 
lieve in Christ, would you be able to 
give a clear, convincing answer? (1 Pet. 
3:15.) 

Let us, this morning, assort our beliefs, 
and have them ready for use when we 
need spiritual ammunition, for the tricks 
of Satan are as various as his evil in- 
genuity can make them (Eph. 6:11). 
What are some of his faith-attacking 
devices of 1939? 


(Frankly face with the girls some of 
the many present-day snares that foster 
doubt in God and his Word. How is 
each one a dangerous element in the life 
of youth? The following may suggest 
others.) 

1. Prevalent social unrest. 2. Eager 
desire to imitate the crowd. 3. Tendency 
toward the shattering of moral stand- 
ards. 4. Speed, noise, and artificial glam- 
our. 5. Contact with varied philosophies 
through school, the press, and elsewhere. 
6. Bumps and jars from facing material 
realities in the world of business and 
society (2 Cor. 4:16-18). 

Have any of these elements caused 
you to question your faith? What can 
be done to offset these evil influences? 
May this be our prayer as we go about 
from day to day: “Though I may be 
troubled on every side, yet may I not 
be distressed; though I may be per- 
plexed, may I not be in despair” (2 Cor. 
4:8; Isa. 26:3). 

Peter, in the lesson for today, made 
two remarks: 1. A correct remark, the 
result of growing faith in God through 
contact with the Lord Jesus Christ. 2. 
An erroneous remark, the result of hu- 
man reasoning. Our problem is to ap- 
propriate for ourselves the truth which 
Peter satisfactorily grasped and the 
truth which he learned from the’master 
Teacher. 

As we read Matthew 16: 13-20, you will 
find two questions which Christ asked, 
and the two very opposite conceptions 
about Christ disclosed in the answers. 
What fact had the heavenly Father re- 
vealed to Peter? The Lord Jesus was 
more than a good man; he was God the 
Son. Peter and the others had listened 
to him teach, and their souls were re- 
freshed; they had seen him restore 
“those that were lame, blind, dumb, 
maimed, and many others” (Matt. 15: 
30); they had seen him multiply a small 
amount of food until “they did all eat, 
and were filled” (Matt. 14:20); they had 
seen him walk on the water, but when 
Peter tried the same thing, he found 
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that he was helpless without Christ 
(Matt. 14:30). 

In verses 21 to 23 notice three things 
which the Lord said he must do; then 
see Peter’s rebuke, and Christ’s response. 

Many besides Peter have rebelled at 
the thought of the Son of God on a 
cross. It is acceptable that he should 
come to earth as a babe (Gal. 4:4), live 
to teach, comfort, and heal, and be res- 
urrected from the grave. But God could 
not have stopped with a good life and 
an ascension. He had to complete the 
entire cycle of man’s physical experi- 
ences. He had to die (Lev. 17:11). What 
is more, it was a willing death. This 
same Lord had taken Enoch and Elijah 
from earth to Heaven without the ordi- 
nary human means of death (Heb. 11: 
5; 2 Kings 2:11); yet when it came his 
turn to leave the world, God’s Son was 
willing to be nailed to a cross and lifted 
upon the hill of Calvary that all the 
world might see and believe (John 12: 
23). 

Why? For an answer let us study the 
case of Peter. 

1. Peter’s sin deserved punishment, or 
absence from the Light of the world 
outside the presence of God (Rom. 3: 
23; Matt. 25:30). 

2. Christ, the Son of the living God, 
loved Peter so greatly that he was will- 
ing to be Peter’s substitute and to be 
punished for Peter’s sin in order that 
this disciple need not be eternally sep- 
arated from God (2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 
2:9b). 

3. As Christ took Peter’s place as a 
sinner, God could not watch (Mark 15: 
33-35). Therefore, during the three 
blackest hours of history, the Son was 
separated for Peter’s sake from God the 
Father (1 Pet. 2:21-24). 

4. When Peter recognized Christ’s sac- 
rifice for him, he no longer needed to 
worry about his security, for nothing 
could ever separate him from such love 
(Rom. 8:38, 39; 1 Pet. 1:5). 

How may we interpret Peter’s situa- 
tion for a girl’s own? When a side- 
tracked and disillusioned girl accepts 
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, simul- 
taneously she receives endless life (Rom. 
6:23; John 5:24). 

To believe correctly is a most funda- 
mental action. Nevertheless, Christ 
gave to Peter and the others directions 
for something further to do. “Deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and fol- 
low” (Matt. 16:24, 25). What is the loss 
of life which Christ mentions? To some 
folk life equals meat, drink, and abun- 
dance of possessions (Luke 12:15, 23). 
The Lord advised a transfer of interests 
(Luke 12:31). 

Girls, have you found what the Lord 
Jesus wanted Peter to find? Peter real- 
ized that this wonderful Friend of his 
was “the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” But he had to learn more than 
this. Can you express it in your own 
words? Peter had to learn that he would 
never be of value to his Master until he 
had identified himself with Christ in his 
death and resurrection (Rom. 6:5-11). 

Peter gradually lost his attachment to 
earthly things and focused his interest 
upon Christ. Next week we shall have 
another glimpse of his growing knowl- 
edge of the Lord. Learn Isaiah 33:17. 

ALPauGH, CALIF. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 942) 
1. Near Cesarea Philippi, north of the Sea 
of Galilee and east of the Jordan near the 
Syrian border. 


2. Because it is all-important that men 
understand who he really is. 

-3. The recognition of the deity of Christ. 

4. He rejoiced in it and confirmed it by 
conferring special privileges on Peter. 

5. The truth that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God. 


6. The whole company of the redeemed 


‘from Pentecost to his return. 


7. The embattlements of Hades, the power 
of Satan. 


8. The desire to shield Jesus from suffer- 
ing. In his self-confidence he suggested an 
easier way. 


9. Accepting the place of death with Christ. 


10. Life at its best is only found in de- 
votion te the Lord Jesus, even though it 
means the loss of all that natural men 
count most dear. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


This week move the picture of Christ 
down on a line with No. 2, and have a 
small card with the words, “Thou art 
the Christ,” to put next to “2.” Leave 
Peter in the center. Let the children 
print Peter’s confession (Matt. 16:16) on 
cards to take home. 











AST week we read how Peter fol- 

lowed the Lord Jesus and became 
one of his disciples, though he did not 
know Jesus was the Son of God. Peter 
and the other disciples went with the 
Lord Jesus up and down the country, as 
he taught and worked many mighty mir- 
acles. 

One day as they were near Cesarea 
Philippi, the Lord Jesus asked his dis- 
ciples, “Whom do men say that I the 
Son of man am?” And the disciples 
told him some thought he was John the 
Baptist, some Elias, others Jeremias or 
some other prophet. 

Then the Lord Jesus turned to them 
and said, “But whom say ye that I am?” 
And Peter spoke up quickly and said, 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the liv- 
ing God.” The Lord Jesus praised him 
for his answer, saying, “Blessed art thou, 
Simon, son ot Jonas.” (Simon was 
Peter’s first name.) 

The Lord Jesus made some very great 
promises to Peter that Peter didn’t un- 
derstand ai all, then. 

But as the Lord Jesus went on talking, 
He told them he would have to go to 
Jerusalem and suffer much, and be 
killed, and raised the third day. Peter 
didn’t want to hear him talk about be- 
ing killed, for he loved him, and so 
he spoke up and said, “Lord, this isn’t 
going to happen to you; no, indeed!” 
For Peter didn’t know that the Lord 
Jesus came to die on the cross for the 
sin of the world, though God had shown 
him that Jesus was God’s Son. The 
Lord Jesus rebuked Peter, telling him 
he didn’t understand the things of God, 
but was talking like a man of this 
world. 

So we know that, though Peter con- 
fessed that Jesus was the Son of God, he 
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still had not yielded his heart to him, 
and we leave our big Peter in the center 
of our board, and move the small picture 
of Christ down to No. 2. And we put 
our card with Peter’s confession next 
to “2”; and print this confession on our 
little cards to take home (Matt. 16:16). 

Are some of you believing that Jesus 
Christ is God’s Son, but not accepting 
him as your own Saviour? 

MopeEsto, Ca.ir. 
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Sending the Times to 
Foreign Missionaries 


AST summer THE Sunpay ScHOoo. 

TIMEs received the following letter, 

enclosing a check, from a missionary in 
Africa: 


“Will you send to me at the above 
address THe Sunpay ScHoo, Times for 
the year 1936, with index?” 


A complete set of the issues of the 
Times for 1936 was sent to the missionary, 
and out of the Missionary Subscription 
Fund a subscription was given to her 
for the coming year. The Tres has 
just recently received this letter of 
thanks from the missionary, Miss Edith 
Simmonds, Baro via Conakry, French 
Guinea, French West Africa: 


“Yesterday I was gloating over the 
unbound volume for 1936, which you 
sent so promptly, in anticipation of the 
good things it contains to help in train- 
ing native workers for the great har- 
vest field. 

“Today upon receipt of your letter I 
learn that you will send me a subscrip- 
tion as a gift which is ‘the exceeding 
abundant above all that I could ask or 
think.’ ‘If I would like it?’ Like it? In 
fact, I had to choose between the two 
when I finally decided for 1936 as the 
‘money didn’t reach,’ as we say here. 
Now (may God bless you much) I ate 
my cake and am having it too, which 
is one instance of the old proverb not 
being true. Like Solomon, I chose un- 
derstanding and God added spiritual 
riches. Praise his Name, and I doubt not 
[I shall have] long life also in his serv- 
ice with such helps as the Times con- 
tains. I am sure the donors have the 
blessing of those who ‘lend to the Lord.’ 
Thank you and them! Am enclosing a 
list of friends who may be possible sub- 
scribers. 

“Yours to pass the blessing of the Gos- 
pel on.” 


The Trwes receives many letters of 
the same sort from missionaries on for- 
eign fields and from Christian workers 
in the homeland, who get the Tres 
regularly through friends who have 
asked to have it sent to individuals, or 
who have contributed to the Missionary 
Subscription Fund. The letter shows 
how much it means to those who have 
little opportunity for fellowship with 
other Christian workers and who must 
be constantly preaching and teaching 
others. Those who would like to have 
a share in this ministry may send their 
gift to the Missionary Subscription 
Fund, The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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Children at Home 








When the Mail Came 


Founded on fact 
By Agnes L. Boggs 


ORD was brought one day to the 

Great City on the Pearl River that 
a missionary was very ill, far up in the 
province two weeks’ journey by boat, 
at the City of Lin. A doctor must come 
at once. Doctor N. would go—a very 
brave, resourceful little woman doctor. 
Just at this time, however, the river was 
very dangerous, as bands of robbers in- 
fested the region, and permission to 
travel there was almost impossible to 
secure from the Provincial government. 

Doctor N. went to the magistrate’s 
yamun. The waiting hall was crowded, 
and she was the only foreigner. A long 
time she waited, and finally she was 
summoned. She made her request: “A 
permit to go to the City of Lin.” 

A curt “No” was the reply. 

“But I must go,” said Doctor N., “it 
is a matter of life and death to one there 
who is very ill.” 

The magistrate flatly refused. He did 
not wish to risk trouble for his: govern- 
ment should harm come to this foreign 
woman on the dangerous journey 
through the bandit country, and nothing 
she could say would move him. 

So she left the magistrate’s presence 
—to take again her seat in the waiting 
room. There she sat until the hour of 
closing. Next morning the earliest ar- 
rival at the yamun was little Doctor N. 
She sat through the hours of the morn- 
ing, and then the afternoon. At last, em- 
barrassed by her continued waiting, the 
magistrate sent for her. 

“Only mail is allowed to go up the 
river to Lin,” he said; “you would have 
to go as mail.” And he thought that he 
had ended the matter. 

‘Very well,” she answered, “I will go 
as mail.” 
and paid full postage. in 

As she left the yamun, the trusted 
servant accompanying her was sent to 
call a sedan chair, while she hurried 
home to pack a few things and gather 
up medicine case and surgical instru- 
ments; she was ready when the chair 
arrived. 

The way to the City of Lin was al- 
ways up the river in a Chinese house- 
boat which the crew rowed with long 
oars, or pulled by ropes as they walked 
along the shore, or pushed with poles 
over dangerous rapids; they tied up each 
night, and it was a long, slow journey. 
But Doctor N. was going to attempt to 
go overland by chair, with relays of 
bearers traveling day and night; and as 
she began her dangerous journey of 
mercy alone, late in the afternoon, anx- 
ious thoughts and prayers followed her 
out of the compound gate. 

“The Lord is the strength of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid?” 

The chair swung rhythmically from 
its long poles borne on strong shoul- 
ders over narrow paths between rice 
fields; mile after mile the soft-sandaled 
feet strode steadily on. Through many 


And she had herself weighed, _ 
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villages they passed, and people rushed 
in surprise to look at the chair from the 
Great City with a foreign woman riding. 
Late that night they stopped at an inn. 
Doctor N. sent for fresh bearers, and 
hurriedly took a bowl of rice and some 
tea. Little oil lanterns twinkled at the 
ends of the poles, the only lights in 
miles of darkness. Occasionally they 
would come to a sleepy little village 
whose watchmen had to be called and 
the gates unlocked to let them pass. 
Very early in the morning they stopped 
again for rice and tea, and new men 
took up the chair. 

So they journeyed day and night, be- 
tween the fields, along the river, over 
the mountains. On the afternoon of the 
fifth day, townspeople stared in amaze- 
ment as a dusty chair from the Great 
City passed through the gate of the City 
of Lin. An eager little foreign woman 
leaned out to ask directions. Then 
swiftly the chair moved on to a house 
on the hill —and there a life was saved. 
The “mail” had arrived. 
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Teacher Training Questions 
By Clarence H. Benson 


of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 








Once a month in this department Mr. Ben- 
son, who is also the Director of the Christian 
Education Course of the Moody Bible Institute, 
answers questions having to do with the 
whole fiefd of teacher training. Please keep 
your questions as brief as possible, and limit 
them to your actual experiences and problems, 
addressing them to: Teacher Training Depart- 
ment, The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. (Books men- 
tioned in this department may be ordered from 
the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia. Please add 5 cents for post- 
age on books costing 50 cents or less, and 10 
cents on books above 50 cents.) 


Should the teacher be a member of the 
church which sponsors the Sunday school in 
which he has a class?—F. R. A. 

INCE the Sunday school is the work- 

shop of the church, members of the 
church should be used before teaching 
help is to be sought elsewhere. The 
church exists for the training of work- 
men quite as much as the accomplish- 
ment of work, and the discipline and 
development of the workman is of even 
greater importance than the work. Of 
course, there are exceptions to this rule, 
such as mission and outpost schools that 
need to be subsidized with workers as 
well as money, but the loyalty of a Sun- 
day school teacher to the church of 
which he is a communicant will be an 
important factor in the eyes of his pupils 
when they are solicited for membership. 





Several young people who are not Christians 
have asked to join my training class. Would 
you advise that permission be granted?— 
H. E. G. 


ERHAPS the best answer to this 

problem is another question. Would 
you be willing to have an unsaved per- 
son teach in your Sunday school? Should 
young people then be encouraged to pre- 
pare themselves for a task which they 
can never hope to assume in their un- 
regenerate condition? Moreover, since 
“the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God,” how can 
we impart the fullness of God’s Word to 
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BOOKS ON 


PROPHECY 


What of the FUTURE? What of Hitl. d 
Naziism, Russia, Italy, Mussolini, Homa, ond 
Japan ? 

Youm 


; know the answer to many questions by 
reading t 


proper books. Order the following: 


“INTO THE CLOUDS” 


An amazing new book 
Ben by Dr. A. I. Brown, 
ee : treating in a masterful 





manner such subjects as: 
The Times of the Gen- 
tiles, Matthew 24, War 
Madness, Distress of 
; Nations, Communism, 
| Naziism, Fascism, Pales- 
, tine and the Jew, The 
Falling Away, The Break- 
down of Democracy, The 
Days of Noah, The Great 
Tribulation, World Signs, 
etc., etc., ete. 12 chap- 
ters, 220. pages. Cloth, 
only $1.00, postpaid in 
U. S. Add 10c if foreign. 


—_o—- 


IS OURS THE CLOSING 
GENERATION? 


By Milton B. Lindberg, formerly of Palestine. 
Showing the significance of the World War 
and the meaning of “this” generation, “the” 
an of our Lord’s return, and deals with many 
subjects, such as: War, Famine, Pestilences, 
Earthquakes, Germany, Russia, Italy, Rapture, 
Tribulation, Judgment. Price, 25c; 5 copies, $1.00. 


PALESTINE AND THE 
JEW TODAY 


in the Light of Bible Prophecy 


By Prof. Milton B. Lindberg, formerly of 
Palestine. This is a new and enlarged edition 
of a very remarkable, book on actual present- 
day conditions in Palestine. 29 photographs and 
illustrations. Price, 25¢; 5 copies, $1.00. 


—_—o——__ 


GOD’S PROPHECIES 
FOR PLAIN PEOPLE 


By Dr. Wm. L. Pet- 
tingill. This is the book ! 
In it is outlined, and 
plainly explained, the 
Truth About the Sec- 
ond Gomme, “Rapture” 
and First esurrection, 
Marriage Supper, Judg- 
ment Seat of Christ 
Final Seven Years, Beast 
King and False Prophet, 
the Jew and the Tribu- 
lation, Armageddon, the 
Return of Christ in 








Power, Judgment of 
Nations, Satan’s Life- 
Story, the Millennium, 
et t valuable 


c. A mos 
geen. Cloth, $1.25; paper, 
Cc. 





SIMPLE STUDIES IN 
REVELATION 


By Dr. Pettingill. Every believer should 
know Revelation. It is not a closed book. Dr. 
Pettingill has done a Le service in present- 
ing these Simple Studies in Revelation. The 
pate ge order e — outines Pig clearly, 
an is simple study is valuable every one. 
Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50c. ” 


SIMPLE STUDIES IN 


DANIEL 
By Dr. Pettingill. Daniel is no longer a 
sealed book. Its prophecies of the time ef the 


end, the Times of the Gentiles, the Revival of 
Rome, the Preparation for the Manifestation 
of Antichrist, a World Dictator and Armaged- 
don, may now be seen. Daniel and Revela- 
tion should be studied together. Know Daniel, 
These Simple Studies in Daniel, in cloth bind- 
ing, $1.00; paper, 50c. 


—o-—- 
THE GREAT TRIBULATION 


By_ Dr. T. Richard Dunham. Foreword by 
Dr. Pettingill. In its twentieth thousand. Very 
clear and Scriptural, sixth edition. Price, 25¢, 


UNVEILING THE FUTURE 


Twelve prophetic messages by twelve autho: 
including Rimmer, Gaebelein, Riley, Trumbull, 
Gray, Brooks, e-Harrison, Barnhouse, 
Brumbaugh, Brown, Pettingill, and Dunham. 
Highly recommended. Widely read. Cloth, $1.00. 


—o——. 


ORDER SEVERAL OF THE ABOVE 
Fundamental Truth Publishers, Findlay, Ohio 
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those who do not have spiritual discern- 
ment? It is well to remember that the- 
ological seminaries and Bible institutes 
do not accept students for training until 
they have given satisfactory evidence of 
their Christian faith and experience. 





How old must one be before he can enroll 
in a teacher training class?—R. V. 
e 

AY we ask in reply: How early are 

you willing that young people 

should assume the responsibility of a 








ai Insist on the ORJGINAL. Thirty-nine 
Years’ Supremacy. Never equalled. 
Condensed Thought. Digest and Text of 
Lesson. Attendance Record. Other features, 


Flexible Binding. 35c. Postpaid. 
FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 








YOUR MESSENGER 


Trained native workers may be supported on 
the mission field for from $15 to $150 a year. 
Nothing deducted from your gifts—z00% to 
the field. Will you provide? 
FOR FULL PARTICULARS WRITE TO 
NATIVE PREACHER CO., INC. 
350 West 3ist Street New York City 














Keep Your Eyes on the Jew 


Be is God's weathervane to point the direction the 
irit of God 7s moving these days, and is God’s pro- 
Shere timepiece to indicate the approaching consum- 
mation of this age. 
THE JEWISH ERA, a Monthly Magazine, wil will KEEP 
YOU POSTED to date as_ to LINGS 
with the lees NATION. The MAGAZINE is 
published by 


THE CHICAGO HEBREW MISSION 
1311 South Kedzie Avenue Naor aga vo 
Special offer for a limited time only. E 

scriber a? soc a year will be given a Beautifu Gin’ F 
of the Jubilee Issue of THE JEWISH ERA. 


Remember Russia 


A great white nation is perishing. The sufferings of 
Christians in Soviet Russia areindescribable. And yet— 
they are members of the same body of Christ to which we 
belong. Do their sufferings mean nothing to us? Is it 
=e o you, all ye that pass by? 

he Russian Missionary Society is doing its utmost for 
im... who sit in the shadow of death. any thousands 
of dollars for support of missionaries and for relief and 
for orphans have been sent by us into Soviet Russia and 
its border states. No time must be lost, if we really have 
at heart the Lord’s cause on the far-flung Russian Mis- 
sion Field. 

Please pray earnestly, and then—Whatsoever He tells 
you to do, do it witha t your might. 

Gifts for relief, or miissionaries, or orphans can be ad- 
dressed to 


RUSSIAN SOmeHARY SOCIETY, Inc. 
Fetler, Secretary 
1844 W. om... eam 





Chicago. Ill. 


Our FREE CATALOG Saves 


OUR MISSIONARY UNIT 
SERVES FOREIGN MISSIONARIES 


Foreign Missionaries everywhere for over 50 
years have had confidence in Wards Missionary Unix 
as the most economical source for personal sup; 
and mission equipment of high quality. 
Secretaries and Purchasing Agents of F. 
Missions find that our free catalog, with its 1000 
separate items, and our quantity prices enable 
them to save money for their stations. 

Mission age See Wn ize by | — heed, 
ware, paints, plum goods, pad 

similar mat bees our ae tor dawn = lo 
If you wish a Mont rd catalog, for export 
use only, write TODA Ay a ies copy. 


MONTGOMERY WARD 
DEPT. T 


Export Missionary Unit Chicago, U.S.A. 
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Sunday school class? Taking one lesson 
a week, the Preliminary Training Course 
of the Association can be completed in 
two years, and if one additional year is 
spent in observation and practice teach- 
ing with the department in which the 
student desires to specialize, a period of 
three years will elapse between the date 
of enrollment and the completion of the 
training. If young people of eighteen 
are considered sufficiently mature for 
the teaching responsibilities of your 
school, the age of fifteen could be set 
for entrance into the training class. 
While we would not expect students to 
complete their high school training be- 
fore enrolling, the content of the course 
would be found impractical, if not im- 
possible, to those who had not graduated 
from junior high school. 





We have had a training class in our church 
now for several years and already we can 
see a great improvement in the work of those 
who are taking your course. However, the fact 
that there are still untrained teachers in the 
Sunday school has discouraged the others from 
making a large use of their instruction. Can 
you suggest the best means of meeting the 
difficulties of this transition period and con- 
serving the inspiration and instruction of what 
training has been provided?—C. S. 


OUR difficulty is one that is common 

to many schools that have launched 
a training program that has only been 
successful in enlisting a part of the 
teaching staff. The enthusiasm of those 
who have had a vision of better things 
is dampened by the deadness of those 
who are indifferent to any efforts for 
improving their work. Eventually the 
perennial training class will provide 
enough recruits from our more enthusi- 
astic and progressive young people to 
make it possible to be independent of 
the aid of those who retard the advance 
of the school through their unwilling- 
ness to co-operate with the training 
movement. 

However, there is such a desperate 
need in America today of every avail- 
able teacher that even the disinterested 
must be aroused to see the importance 
of their task and the far-reaching re- 
sults of a better preparation for it. Un- 
doubtedly, the department superintend- 
ent is the one best situated, and, if 
trained, the best fitted to inspire the 
backward teacher as well as conserve 
and utilize the instruction of the trained 
teacher. For this purpose the monthly 
departmental conference is most impor- 
tant. In the discussion of the problems 
of worship and the study of lesson mate- 
rials the superior knowledge of those 
who have had a course of training will 
not only be apparent, but it can be tact- 
fully used to interest and encourage 
those who are not as well informed or 
equipped. ° 
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Tracts for Jewish Evangelism 





HE hearts of many people are stir- 
red today by the sorry plight of the 
Children of Israel, and they desire to do 
something to help them. The only real 
hope is in the acceptance of their Mes- 
siah, the Lord Jesus Christ, but it is not 
always easy to tell them so. 
There has been prepared a small leaf- 
let, “Israel, Heaven’s Chosen People,” 
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that in brief, attractive form embodies 
the principal facts in the history of the 
Jews, their marvelous past and their 
glorious future, and a faithful and lov- 
ing presentation of the facts about their 
unhappy present and the reason for it. 
It is such a message as one might wish 
to speak in so many words to a Jewish 
friend or neighbor or to a stranger. 

A ‘small package of the leaflets will 
be sent on request to anyone sending 
a stamped, addressed envelope to The 
Prayer Room, 599 S. McLean Street, 
Memphis, Tenn. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer eeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 15. Finding Hidden Treasure. 2 Tim. 3: 


14-17; 2 Pet. 1:19-21. 


Sunday, January 8 


How Did We Get Our Bible? 
(Psa. 19:7-11) 





Mon.—From the beginning (Psa. 119:160). 

Tues.—The Holy Spirit’s inspiration (2 
Pet. 1:20, 21). 

Wed.—The human medium (Rev. 1:9-11). 

Thurs.—The Living Word (John 1:1-4). 

Fri.—Grace and truth from Christ (John 
1:15-17). 

Sat.—Law fulfilled in Christ (Matt. 5:17- 
19). 











HE Bible bears record, in no uncer- 

tain terms, concerning its origin. 
Those who have counted the expres- 
sions tell us that more than twenty-six 
hundred times in the Old Testament 
the term, “God said,” or its equivalent, 
is used. Furthermore, over and over 
again the prophets and writers of the 
Old Testament and the apostles claim 
to speak under special inspiration from 
God. 

The Lord Jesus and the apostles, in 
the New Testament, refer to the five 
books of Moses, one hundred and ninety 
times; to Psalms, one hundred and one 
times; to Isaiah, one hundred and four 
times; and to the minor prophets, thirty 
times. In all, there are some six hun- 
dred and thirty-nine references to the 
Old Testament found in the New. 

In addition to all this internal evi- 
dence, we have the direct testimony of 
such weil-known passages as 2 Timo- 
thy 3:16 and 2 Peter 1:20, 21. Here we 
read that “all scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God,” and that “prophecy” 
(used here in the sense of all Scrip- 
ture) “came not in old time by the will 
of man: but holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

$8 

But there are some, who do not ac- 
cept the Bible as the inspired Word of 
God, who will try to tell us that this 
internal evidence is not reliable. “Of 
course the Bible itself claims to be the 
Word of God,” they tell us, “but this 
proves nothing.” But wait a moment. 
We must face one of three possibilities, 
— (1) either those who were used as 
the instruments to record God’s Word 








———— — ane ——— 
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deliberately lied when they said God 
told them to write this or that, or. (2) 
they were mistaken in thinking that he 
did, or (3) they spoke the truth. If we 
hold to either of the first or second of 
these possibilities, then the writers were 
utterly unreliable and in the very nature 
of things, what they wrote could not be 
of any lasting value. 

Yet what do we find as a matter of 
fact? Not only have the writings of 
these men withstood the test of time 
and persecution and hatred, but when 
anyone has given heed to these Scrip- 
tures and has been guided by them, 
the life of that one has been trans- 


formed’ from sin and strife and doubt’ 


into a life of goodness and helpfulness 
and peace and joy that could not be 
destroyed by suffering or persecution 
or disaster. Heathen peoples, criminals 
and drunkards, and violent men of all 
descriptions and classes have been 


-utterly made new through the power of ° 


this book. No writings even of sincere 
and good men have ever produced such 
remarkable results. Is it reasonable to 
claim that those who deliberately lied 
or who were hopelessly misled could 
ever have had such influence by their 
writings? 
4 


But how did these writings of the 
“holy men of old” come down to us? 
The three oldest existing manuscripts of 
which we have knowledge today are the 
Codex Vaticanus, which is kept in the 
Vatican at Rome, and which is generally 
accepted as having been written early 
in the fourth century; the Codex Sinaiti- 
cus, which was purchased by the British 
Government from the Soviet Union in 
1933, and which is generally dated either 
the fourth or fifth century; and the 
Codex Alexandrinus, which is in the 
British Museum, and which was written 
in the fifth century. These ancient 
manuscripts are all in Greek and con- 
tain nearly all of the Bible as we now 
have -it. They were prepared from 
earlier existing manuscripts, which 
have either been lost or have perished. 
Of these, the Septuagint or Greek trans- 
lation of the Old Testament was one. 
This was prepared nearly three hundred 


‘ years before Christ, and was translated 


directly from the Hebrew manuscripts 
in existence at that time. 

In so far as our New Testament is 
concerned, while we cannot go- back 
earlier than the fourth century to ex- 
isting manuscripts, there are numerous 
letters of the early Church Fathers that 
contain quotations from the Gospels 
and from the Epistles. Three of these 
writers, Irenzus, Tertullian, and Clem- 
ent of Alexandria carry us back to the 
second and third centuries. . The value 
of the quotations in their letters is that 
the Gospels and Epistles must have been 
in existence when their letters were 
written, or they could not have quoted 
from them. Tertullian makes more than 
twenty-five hundred references to the 
New Testament in his writings. Irenzus 
makes twelve hundred references, while 
Clement of Alexandria makes three 
hundred and twenty references to the 
New Testament. Together with other 
early Church Fathers of the same period, 
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all but eleven verses of the New Testa- 
ment can be accounted for. 
gee _ 

But to go still farther back, we must 
lock at the ‘writings of three early 
Christians, who take us to about A. D. 
75. They are Clement of Rome, Poly- 
carp, and Papias. At least one of the 
Lord’s disciples was still alive in A. D. 
75. This was the apostle John. Philip 
and Andrew may also have .been still 
living. The writings of Clement and 
Polycarp and Papias are full of quo- 
tations from the Gospels and Epistles, 
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just as we have them today. One of 
them, Polycarp, knew the apostle John 
personally, and heard him tell the story 
of our Lord’s life, death, and resurrec- 
tion and ascension. Papias knew two 
men who were disciples of the Lord, 
knew the daughters of the apostle 
Philip, and had met and talked with 
many men who knew our Lord’s dis- 
ciples. He tells us that he kept a care- 
ful record of his conversations and 
checked them with the written teachings 
to which he had access. We may be 
certain therefore that the books of the 
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New Testament contain the unchanged 
writings of those men whose names are 
attached to them today. 


ve 
Furthermore, when we take all the 
various ancient translations of the Bible, 
and there are many other later transla- 
tions that we cannot discuss here, and 


compare them, all the discrepancies be- ~ 


tween them would fill less thah a page 
of our present Bible and would not in- 
volve any vital doctrine or truth. 
ye 

The story of how we got our Eng- 
lish Bible from these ancient manu- 
scripts is a long and most interesting 
one. If you would like to read a con- 
densed account of it, or would like to 
purchase such an account for circula- 
tion among your young people’s group, 
send for a little book prepared’ by the 
Bible Institute Colportage Association, 
828 La Salle Street, Chicago, called “Our 
Bible, How We Got It,” by the Rev. 
Charles Leach, D.D. It sells for only 
20 cents. Coupled with this is an ex- 
cellent article by the late Reuben A. 


Torrey entitled “Ten Reasons Why I> 


Believe the Bible Is the Word of God.” 
Every member of your young people’s 
society should be familiar with these 
reasons. Two other helpful books are, 
“And God Spake These Words,” by W. 
H. Griffith Thomas, and, “Is the Bible 
the Word of God?” by W. Graham 
Scroggie, both published by the Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, Chi- 
cago, 20 cents each. 


Concerning Manuscripts 


SURPRISINGLY large number of 
manuscripts are submitted every 
week for publication in THE Sunpay 
Scuoot Times. The reading of these is 
divided among three members of the 
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editorial staff, and many of the most 
important ones that are to be accepted 
are read by both the Editor and an 
Associate Editor. In this way all manu- 
scripts are considered, but not all are 
read through. 

While a great deal of time is spent 
in reading manuscripts, yet the Editors 
are glad to have such a fine lot of mate- 
rial from which to choose articles, and 
it is this wide choice that helps to make 
the TrmeEs what it is. In view of all the 
thought and care that are put into most 
of the manuscripts received, it is with 
real regret that the Editors return those 
that cannot be used. In choosing articles 
they must keep in mind the doctrinal 
and literary standards of the Times, as 
well as the space available for contrib- 
uted articles in each issue and the 
stock of unpublished manuscripts al- 
ready in hand. 


Doubtiess many readers would be glad 


to know of certain simple rules that - 


should be observed in submitting manu- 
scripts to THE SunDAY ScHooL TIMEs: 


1. Address manuscripts to Editors THE 
SunpDAY ScHooL Times, 325 N. Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

2. All manuscripts should be typewrit- 
ten, if possible, on one. side of the sheet, 
with double spacing between all the 
lines, even when material is quoted from 
other sources, such as letters and books. 

3. It is not necessary to send manu- 
scripts flat. They may be folded, prefer- 
ably in two folds from top to bottom 
of the sheets. They should never be 
rolled. 

4. It is not practicable for members 
of the Trwes staff to do much complete 
rewriting, or writing of articles based 
on letters or printed material. There- 
fore manuscripts written in a form and 
style that are acceptable for the paper 
are preferred. 


5. The TrmEs cannot undertake to re- 
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turn manuscripts to the writers unless 
a self-addressed stamped envelope is 
enclosed. - 

6. It is not possible, as a rule, for the 
Editors to reply to explanatory letters - 
accompanying manuscripts, or to criti- 
cize manuscripts. 


i 
Wade Smith's Engagements 


T IS always a pleasure to hear Wade 

C. Smith, the TrmeEs lesson writer and 
Little Jetts artist, who illustrates many 
of his talks with drawings made while 
he speaks. His engagements in the near 
future are as follows: 





January 1-7.—Beverly Heights United Pres- 
byterian Church, Mt. Lebanon, Pa. 

January 8-15.—First United Presbyterian 
Church, Houston, Pa. 


January 22-29.—First United Presbyterian 
Church, Coraopolis, Pa. 


February 1-9.—United Presbyterian Church, 
West Middletown, Pa. 


February 12-17.—United Presbyterian Church, 
(near) Lisbon, Ohio. 

February 19 to March 1.—Fleming Memorial 
United Presbyterian Church, Fairmount, W. Va. 

March’ 5-12.—First United Presbyterian 
Church, East Palestine, Ohio. 


March 15-24.—Highland United Presbyterian 
Church, New Castle, Pa. 


March 27 to April 9.—First Presbyteria» 
Church, Valdosta, Ga. 


May 14-21.—Powderhorn Park Baptist Church, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


October 15-29.—First Presbyterian Church, 
Dunmore, Pa. 





{ With the New Books 


Into the Clouds. By Arthur I. Brown, 
M.D., F.R.C.S. (Fundamental Truth Pub- 
lishers, Findlay, Ohio, $1.) Like Dr. 
Howard A. Kelly, the great surgeon of 
Johns Hopkins who finds no conflict 
between the latest discoveries of science 
and the Word of God, Dr. Brown is an- 
other “beloved physician” who has had 
a brilliant practice in.surgery and medi- 
cine and who, keeping abreast of the 
latest false claims and true discoveries 
of science, is now giving his life to 
reaching tens of thousands of college 
students and other true intellectuals 
with the Word of Truth and the only 
Gospel of salvation. Dr. Brown has also 
studied Bible prophecy and _ current 
events with great thoroughness, and is 
well known as a lecturer and teacher on 
these themes. His latest book is packed 
with information of the most convincing 
sort, quoting copiously from the best in- 
formed newspapers, magazines, and 
books of today and placing such mate- 
rial alongside the prophetic Scriptures. 
It is thrilling to read the detailed ful- 
fillment of God’s prophecies given by 
the Holy Spirit from 2,000 to 4,000 years 
ago, and to realize that we are in the 
very end of the age, and that the Lord’s 
call to his Church to come up “into the 
clouds” to meet him and thus be forever 
with him is imminent indeed — the next 
event of prophecy to be fulfilled. Dr. 
Brown has classified and massed his rich 
material well, so that the book can easily 
be followed, and makes appetizing read- 
ing. It is a book for Christians to give 
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to unbelieving and uninstructed friends, 
both Jews and Gentiles. The well-known 
Christian lawyer, I. H. Linton, writes a 
Foreword, and says truly: “This book 
will be read with a feeling of awe akin 
to that aroused by the eerie cry of 
‘Extra, Paper,’ awakening us at mid- 
night. And by the grace of God it may 
arouse those out of Christ and exposed 
to the full sweep of those fearful things 
which are about to break upon this 
earth to ‘lay hold on God’s covenant’ 
of mercy before the last moment of the 
‘day of salvation’ has passed.” 


By Life and By Death. Excerpts and 
Lessons from the Diary of John C. Stam 
of China. By E. Schuyler English. 
(Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., paper 25 cents, cloth 50 
cents.) “Spikenard Very Precious” is the 
title of the chapter in which Mrs. How- 
ard Taylor told of the martyrdom of 
John and Betty Stam, in her beautiful 
story of their lives, “The Triumph of 
John and Betty Stam.” The analogy is 
very fitting, for as “the house was filled 
with the odour of the ointment” when 
Mary of Bethany broke her alabaster 
box, so the fragrance of their lives, and 
of their triumphant Home-going, has 
permeated the Christian world and 
deepened the love of great numbers of 
the Lord’s people. And now Mr. Eng- 
lish, the President of the Philadelphia 
School of the Bible and Managing Edi- 
tor of Revelation, has gathered more of 
this fragrance in an attractive little vol- 
ume of sixty-two pages. There are fine, 
clear photographs of John and Betty, 
and that exquisite picture of little Helen 
Priscilla, “the Miracle Baby,” in a rice 
basket just after she was rescued, and 
three later pictures of her on-her first, 
second, and third birthdays. 

When Mr. English wrote this book 
he had before him John Stam’s original 
diary, as he explains in the Foreword. 
The Introduction gives a brief outline of 
the life and training of the young couple. 
At the beginning of each of the five 
chapters and the conclusion are given 
excerpts from John’s diary, and from 
these Mr. English has drawn heart- 
searching spiritual lessons. His reatlers 
will be grateful for the care he has 
taken to give the exact dates of out- 
standing events, complete Bible refer- 
ences in footnotes, and other footnotes 
containing valuable information. The 
entries in the diary refer to student 
days at the Moody Bible Institute, the 
voyage to China, the wedding trip, and 
a facsimile shows the last words writ- 
ten in the diary the night before the 
capture. The combination of John Stam’s 
own statements and Mr. English’s com- 
ments is unusually fine. Together they 
present-the way of salvation with un- 
mistakable clearness, and are a chal- 
lenge to all Christians to yield them- 
selves completely to the Lord Jesus 
Christ and seek above all things to do 
his will. 


The Church Must First Repent. By J. 
Edwin Orr. © (Marshall, Morgan and 
Scott, Ltd., London; Zondervan Publish- 
ing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) Mr. 
Orr’s journeyings with the Gospel mes- 
sage have covered more than 100,000 
miles. "With the energy and conviction 
that characterized his other books, — 
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“Such Things Happen,” and _ others, — 
he now attacks the problem -.of the 
church’s general indifference and lack 
of power. 

Conservatives, asserts Mr. Orr, tend to 
hinder the Spirit’s power by their fear 
of the very things that often indicate 
his presence. Public confession, for in- 
stance, -is frowned upon as being too 
close a relative of certain vicious forms 
of exhibitionism indulged in by well- 
known religious groups in their “shar- 
ing” meetings. Yet on every occasion 
where God has mightily moved upon his 
people there has been public confession, 
and in abundance. Mr. Orr also deplores 
the fear of emotional display; abstract, 
speculative preaching; unwillingness on 
the part of Christian leaders to humble 
themselves by beginning in their own 
lives the sweep of prayer, confession, 
and restitution. 

No one man’s analysis of the situation 
can be infallible, nor does the author 
insist that the reader agree with him 
on every point. There is much in this 
young man’s message, however, to stim- 
ulate serious thought and earnest prayer. 
In this respect the book should be valu- 
able to revival-minded Christians every- 
where. 


Wings and Sky. By Martha Snell 
Nicholson. (Howard W. Nicholson, 1406 
Lagoon Ave., Wilmington, Calif., cloth, 
$1.50; suede, $1.) To write real poetry 
that exudes the fragrance of Christ, one 
must walk with him into the garden of 
aloes, the place of suffering. It was in 
such a garden that these lovely pages 
were born, and the reader will very soon 
believe the testimony of the dear 
invalid’s husband, that she has been en- 
abled, by God’s grace, to translate Chris- 
tian faith and hope into gallant Chris- 
tian living. - Because of this glorious 
enabling, Mrs. Nicholson writes of the 
great Fundamentals as one who “knows 
that she knows,” and because she has 
caught glimpses of Heaven’s glory, she 
has opened the door to us so that we 
who look through are heartened to ex- 
perience anew the “far more exceeding” 
of His promise. Best of all, through the 
sick-bed battling, the valley fights with 
Apollyon and the author’s day-by-day 
rendezvous with pain, the living Christ 
is shown to be a sufficient and satisfying 
reality. Small wonder she could cry: 

My guilt for His glory, my pain for His 

peace, 

My night for the light of His face! 


Such themes, together with the high or- 
der of writing, make these 168 poems 
very usable indeed to the Christian 
worker. 


Armageddon. By Eleanor De Forest. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) Some Chris- 
tians believe that the books of Sidney 
Watson have been used to win more 
young people to Christ than any other 
works of fiction. If this be true, then 
this new tale of the end times will find 
a ready welcome, particularly by those 
who are the Lord’s “lending agents” 
for awakening books. The story begins 
in our Western mountains where Isabel 
and Jezebel, twin Jewish girls, are be- 
ing brought up by their uncle, an old 
Christian rabbi. Two unattached Eng- 
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lishmen soon appear on the scene, and 
from thenceforth there is the usual 
quota of breathless action and romantic 
intrigue. 

Part 2 moves the narrative around 
the world to Palestine. Here the reader 
will expect some portrayal of the Rap- 
ture and will feel disappointed at its 
omission. Almost at once the Anti- 
christ stands forth as king of all Com- 
munists, Socialists, and Fascists, and his 
cruel butcheries of those who refuse the 
“mark” are realistic and horrifying in 
the extreme. The dead in Christ, now 
raised again, begin to appear, and thus 
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reunited. with the dear old rabbi, Isabel 
and her long-lost lover wait in the tem- 
ple till the Revelation, when the Rider 
of the White Horse ascends the throne 
forever. Though many readers will feel 
that ine chronology of events is not 
entirely Scriptural, there is doubtless a 
place for any story the main theme of 
which reiterates the warning, “Be ye 
also ready —” 


Apostle of China: Samuel I. J. Scher- 
eschewsky. By James A. Muller. (More- 
house Publishing Co., Milwaukee, $2.50.) 
Dr. Schereschewsky, the translator of 
the Bible into Mandarin Chinese, was 
one of the six most learned Orientalists 
in the world and a man of tireless labor. 
In 1868 he had two Chinese copyists in 
his empluy. The first would work until 
5 P. M.; then the second came on duty 
and labored until ten or eleven. Often 
their employer was found at 2 A. M. 
sitting before the stove in his study, 
repeating Chinese phrases to himself 
and wholly unaware that the fire was 
out. 

Later in life he made the translation 
into Easy Wenli. The first draft took 
him six years. In 1881 he had been 
struck down with paralysis of four 
limbs. For twenty years he sat in his 
chair. “It seemed very hard at first but 
God knew best. He kept me for the 
work for which I am best fitted.” His 
weakness was such that he could not 
get his spectacles into place, but with 
one finger, his sole remaining working 
capital, he tapped out 2,500 pages of 
Wenli in Roman letters. With this feat 
he outdistanced even such magnificent 
examples of persistent courage as Fran- 
cis Parkman and Robert Louis Steven- 
son. 

Schereschewsky was a Lithuanian Jew, 
converted by reading the New Testa- 
ment, who emigrated to New York 
where he supported himself setting glass. 
There he was baptized in a Baptist 
church. Afterward he studied in a 
Presbyterian seminary on a scholarship 
from the Presbyterian Board of Educa- 
tion, ultimately becoming a missionary 
bishop of the Episcopal Church in 
China. He was one of many illustrations 
of what Israel has in store for the Chris- 
tian Church “when all Israel shall be 
saved.” 


The Inner Chamber. By Benjamin H. 
Spalink. (Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) In this new 
book on the subject of prayer there is 
a noteworthy combination of simplicity 
and deep spirituality. The reader has 
not gone far in the book before he is 
aware that the author writes out of a 
deep personal knowledge of the privi- 
lege and power of prayer. Here is no 
attempt to be profound or speculative; 
instead, Mr. Spalink has given us a 
reverent exposition of the teaching of 
the Word on this vital subject. He does 
not avoid the problems concerning 
prayer that sometimes arise in our 
minds, but frankly faces them, and 
brings the light of Scripture upon them. 
The chapter on “Prayer and Providence” 
is especially noteworthy in this respect. 
Mr. Spaiink stresses the importance of 
prayer, and reminds us that “there is 
nothing that God is so much de- 
lighted with as the prayers of his 
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saints; there is nothing of which the 
Devil is more afraid.” This book 
should be of real help to young Chris- 
tians, both in encouraging them to pray, 
and in giving them practical, Scriptural 
instructions as to how to pray. 


The Hope of the Ages. By A. C. Gaebe- 
lein, D.D. (Publication Office Our Hope, 
456 Fourth Ave., New York City, $1.) 
Here is the book which those who “love 
his appearing” have wanted for many 
years. It is the most complete answer 
the reviewer has ever seen to both the 
postmillennial and the amillennial posi- 
tions. The Foreword, by Dr. Lewis 
Sperry Chafer, is exceedingly valuable. 
He calls attention to the exceptional 
preparation Dr. Gaebelein has for writ- 
ing such a treatise: he knows Church 
History in its far-flung issues; he knows 
books in general and the Word of God 
in particular. 

Right well has Dr. Gaebelein accom- 
plished his task. The Messianic Hope 
in revelation, in history, and in realiza- 
tion is put before us in two great sec- 
tions. First he traces the Hope in reve- 
lation, fulfilled and unfulfilled. He puts 
before us from Scripture the mass of 
prophecies relating to the oath-bound 
covenant-promises to Israel, to the Gen- 
tile nations, and to the world-wide king- 
dom into which the nations of the earth 
will be gathered. His chapter on our 
Lord’s own testimony answers in a most 
complete way those who would “spir- 
itualize” away, or “vaporize,” the prom- 
ises of the Word as amillennialism does. 

One may well rejoice in the scholarly 
way in which Dr. Gaebelein has traced 
the Hope from apostolic days to our own 
time. The proof that he adduces that 
Chiliasm (premillennialism) has been 
the true doctrine of the Church in all 
generations is conclusive: 

The TIMEs urges all sincere Christians 
to get this volume and read it carefully. 
It will be most satisfying to those who 
hold the premillennial position. Those 
who differ from this school of interpre- 
tation are urged to give the position of 
the author a careful and prayerful hear- 
ing. In many ways it would seem to be 
the most useful book of the many Dr. 
Gaebelein has written. 


Full Surrender to God. By Aron 
Andersson. Translated from the Swed- 
ish by J. O. Backlund. (Conference 
Press, 912 Belmont Ave., Chicago, $1.) 
Many who have read with interest 
this author’s earlier book, “From the 
Jaws of Death,” will welcome the 
news that another of his books has 
been translated into English. This 
book, written while the author was 
preparing to go out as a mission- 
ary to the Congo, was translated into 
English after he had spent a part of 
his first furlough in America. The 
sweet, kindly personality of the writer 
is to be sensed in every page. He be- 
lieves that the surrendered life is the 
only normal, reasonable experience for 
every child of God. The book is very 
largely occupied with incidents drawn 
from Scripture, from history, and from 
the writer’s personal experience of men 
and women who have made such sur- 
render, some at the cost of life itself, 
and of the fruits of their surrender. 
Says the author, “I know how tremen- 
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dously hard it was for me to surrender 
wholly to God. He had to crush me 
completely. ... That was God’s way to 
win my heart.” Here is a gentle, win- 
some book breathing the Spirit of that 
One who said, “Render unto God the 
things that are God’s.” 


Moorland Grove. By H. A. Schroeder. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) What was 
Ellen Moorland to do? She had just 
learned that her home estate, with all 
its comfort and beauty, was costing 
such things as honor and integrity, and 
that her own father had actually be- 
come the tool of unscrupulous and law- 
less men. If she told her brother, 
Roger, he would at once refuse college 
and the noble career to which God had 
called him. If she told her frail lit- 
tle mother, iliness, prostration, and even 
death itself might result. And Jim, 
Elien’s lover, — oh, never could she bring 
dishonor to the fair name of his fine 
old family! But Ellen is acquainted 
with Another, who eases her unspeak- 
ably heavy burden through the hectic 
days that follow,—days of discoveries 
of illicit liquor, blackmail, kidnaping, 
and of hairbreadth escapes and rescues ! 
In the end, Moorland repents, and hav- 
ing found opportunity to perform a 
heroic deed, is pardoned by the Gov- 
ernor. Then both Roger and Ellen find 
love’s true course to become delight- 
fully smooth and free from the barriers 
of misunderstanding, which ought never 
to exist, but always do—in books! Such 
a story is.useful in that it provides a 
good illustration of the Bible truth, 
“Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap.” 


The Will of God and Prayer. By Nancy 
A. Allen: (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.) No problem confronting the 
prayer life is more felt than the relation 
of prayer to the will of God. Can we 
pray with the assurance that our peti- 
tions are truly in accordance with God’s 
will? These seven Scriptural studies, 
dealing with the Universe, the Individ- 
ual, Marriage, the Home, the Church, 
Economics, and the State, are designed 
to lead toward fuller knowledge of God’s 
revealed will in these vital areas of 
life. Though each study is sub-divided 
into six sections, the treatment is never 
meant to be exhaustive. The author is 
stimulating, while noting pertinent 
Scripiures for further study. Being a 
sequel to another volume _ entitled 
“Prayer,” this second in a series of 
“Little Studies on Great Themes” deals 
more with the subject of the will of 
God. It will be found useful for prayer 
circles, as well as for studies in Chris- 
tian ethics, and can be trusted for sound 
Scriptural teaching. 


Dr. Ida: India. The Life Story of Dr. 
Ida S. Scudder. By Mary P. Jeffery, M.D. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $2.) 
“Dr. Ida: India” is a rather cryptic title 
for a book until one understands that 
it was the address on a letter sent to 
Dr. Ida Scudder of Vellore. So well is 
she known in India that the letter duly 
reached her. 

Her life story is told by a medical 
associate with much vivacity and charm 
and with a background of profitable in- 
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formation concerning India. She came 
of eminent missionary stock, for the 
Scudders have been a sort of Pleiad 
constellation, where those shine who 
have turned many to righteousness. Her 
grandfather Dr. John Scudder was the 
pioneer of medical missions in India, 
one who was cut off from his inheritance 
by his own father, when he heard the 
call to Christian service. The second 
Dr. John Scudder landed in Madras in 
1861 after a long journey around the 
South African Cape. The third genera- 
tion is now represented by his daughter, 
Dr. Ida Scudder. So has the family 
more than spanned a century, from 1819 
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Rew Pork Bible Society 


Contributing $1.00 or more before February 1, 1939 


Your donation will be used exclusively for 
the purchase of Bibles, Testaments or sin- 
le Books of the Bible in the work of free 
cripture distribution among the needy of 
the vast City and Harbor of New York. 


to 1938,—120 years of Samaritan serv- 
ice for India. 

She was a product of the old North- 
field of Dwight L. Moody’s day and of 
the Women’s Medical College in Phila- 
delphia, pioneer school of medical edu- 
cation for American women. She her- 
self has lived to be a notable pioneer 
for the medical education of Indian 
women 

When hardly more than a girl she 
secured the first $10,000 for the estab- 





I enclose herewith my contribution of 


eee ne to aid in the distribution of the 
sacred Scriptures. 
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Wall Calendar for 1939 


The picture shown above is Haifa, a mod- 
ern city of 100,000 people, and the com- 
mercial center and the leading seaport 
of Palestine. The harbor in Ha:fa was 
constructed a few years ago at a cost of 
about $5,000,000. 


Each picture is explained fully 
and the eleven other pictures in- 
clude Planting a Million Trees in 
Palestine ; An Ancient Well at 
Beersheba ; A Model Farm at Re- 
hoboth; The New King David 
Hotel in Jerusalem ; A Flourishing 
Colony in Palestine; The Ancient 
River Kishon; Life in Old Jerusa- 
lem—a Street Scene; Old and 
Young in Palestine ; Learning the 
Hebrew Language ; Prophecy Ful- 
filled to the Letter ; and The Roths- 
child Boulevard, Tel Aviv. 


The pictures are 634x8 inches in 
size ; the full page is 9x16 inches ; 
and each page contains a Scrip- 
ture verse for each day, and the 
topics and references for the Inter- 
national Uniform lesson for each 
Sunday. 


Prices range from 30 cents each 
to $17 a hundred. 


Send 30 cents for one calendar, 
and see for yourself its practical 
value for every day in the year 1939. 
You will want to use this very at- 
tractive calendar for gifts. Many 
church organizations buy them in 
hundred lots as a convenience to 
their members. 
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large complex of hospitals, hostels, and 
school buildings have their outreach in 
“roadside practice,” members of the staff 
going out every week on four roads to 
meet and treat whoever needs help. On 
her personal roadside Dr. Scudder at 
times sees 300 patients a day. 

Mention is made of a Hindu beggar 
who, burying one leg in the sand, be- 
sought charity as a cripple. A fakir in- 
deed! But India’s misery is not feigned 
misery. It is oceanic in extent, and 
what India’s own religious leaders do 
for it is a shame and a scandal. Thus 
a Hindu priest’s formula for enteric 
fever is quoted: Broken glass, cayenne 
pepper, and gignelli oil ground thor- 
oughly in a mortar and put into the pa- 
tient’s eyes. “The fever will then leave 
him.” 

Yet Gandhi, supposedly India’s best, 
defends Hindu medicine and denounces 
hospitals. 

Dr. Scudder might be considered as 
India’s contrasting personality to Mr. 
Gandhi. When she asked him to endow 
a hospital bed for women, he returned 
that he would rather endow a cow or 
a spinning wheel. So, “How much then 
is a man better than a sheep?” is trans- 
lated by Hinduism, “How much better is 
a cow than a woman?” Indeed this 
“cow-olater,” “discovered” by Dr. John 
Haynes Holmes and touted by the Chris- 
tian Century, actually affirms that “Hin- 
duism’s worship of the cow is its unique 
contribution to the evolution of humani- 
tarianism.” 

The official symbol of the National 
Congress of India is the goddess Kali 
who wears a necklace of skulls, corpses 
as earrings, and a girdle of snakes. A 
deification indeed of death and sin! The 
British law forbids human sacrifices to 
Kali, “but the ritual of her worship in- 
cludes torture of animals impaled alive 
on spikes.” An impaled and suffering 
she-calf would find cold comfort in be- 
ing told in her agony that she was a 
symbol of humanitarianism. 

It would be well if the admirers of 
Gandhi in this country could know more 
of the great-souled Dr. Ida Scudder, 
and would empty their pockets for the 
support and extension of her genuinely 
humanitarian institution. Enthusiasm 
and praises should be reserved for these 
American Christian women _ doctors, 
these radiant personalities of the Home 
of Healing at Vellore. 


Harvest of the Years. By Hope Daring. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) “No, I’ve not 
lost my faith, but so far as my life’s 
work is concerned, I’m through !” Felix 
Thorp could not keep from his voice the 
bitterness of a strong man’s first taste 
of chronic invalidism. But God was 
better to him than all his fears, and 
set him dewvn in a Blue Ridge mountain 
community where his teaching talents 
were soon put to good use. Together 
with dear Aunt Margaret he labors, and 
Laurel’s lovely soul opens like a flower 
to the sun. Never is she to forget that 
life’s real joy is found only in sacrificial, 
Christlike service wherever .the need 
opens the door. But Lee is different. 
The call of money sounds like a siren 
in his ears and out into the wide world 
he goes, to learn—his tragic mistake! 


December 24, 1938 


Then there is a wonderful home-coming. 
And Old Smoky seés all the dreams 
of the years come true, when the hidden 
whiskey still is destroyed, the school- 
house built, and a regular church, too, 
with Laurel marrying the doctor- 
preacher. This is a fine story that takes 
the reader straight into the heart of our 
Eastern mountain region and holds him 
there until he is taught one of life’s 
greatest lessons,—the triumph of faith 
after years of apparent failure and de- 
feat. 


Long Suffering Love. By Paul M. 
Tharp. (Fundamental Truth Publishers, 
Findlay, Ohio, 25 cents.) Evidently the 
result of serious thought on the subject, 
Mr. Tharp’s work is greatly enhanced 
by his happy faculty for finding “the 
right word.” A fondness for alliteration 
has helped him to present some really 
great truths in a form that renders them 
easily assimilated and readily recalled. 
God’s tender dealings in love through 
the ages of man’s history, and Christ’s 
manifestation of that love, are consid- 
ered in a thoughtful, reverent way in 
keeping with this type of subject mat- 
ter. A warmth of feeling is shown in 
a spirited appeal in the section entitled 
“The Impetus of Love.” 


Lazy Liza Lizard. By Marie Curtis 
Rains. (John C. Winston Co., Philadel- 
delphia, $2.) When Old Mr. Frog rolled 
himself in soft, black mud and then stuck 
fireflies all over himself, he was a “sure 
‘nuf bogeyman,” and Lazy Liza Lizard 
was so frightened by him that she was 
ready to do whatever he told her. 
Liza was always playing tricks, and 
she had run off with Mr. Snake’s clothes 
while he was swimming, and Old Mr. 
Frog had had to go home and get him 
some other clothes. Lazy Liza, so 
naughty and yet so funny, is a delight- 
ful character. The tricks she plays on 
Mr. Snake and Old Lady Fieldmouse 
are very amusing, but Old Mr. Frog, 
after deep thought, can usually force 
her to make full restitution. Liza sings 
many catchy little jingles, which ‘the 
author learned from her own mother, 
whose old black mammy had taught 
them to her. One is reminded of Uncle 
Remus’ animal characters, and undoubt- 
edly Lazy Liza Lizard’s experiences will 
be enjoyed by children who know Bre’r 
Rabbit and Bre’r Fox and their friends. 
Many pictures add to the colorfulness 
of the book and make it very attractive. 


The Sermon in the Kitchen. By Mary 
S. Wood. (Marshall, Morgan and Scott, 
Ltd., London; Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 40 cents.) 
Washing, ironing, sweeping, mending, 
— what a daily grind for the housewife! 
But no, the unseen Preacher comes, the 
blessed Holy Spirit, with his message 
for the Christian whose heart is ever 
open and responsive to his word. To 
keep it so takes practice, of course, and 
the habitual shutting out of other voices. 
Mrs. Wood has well learned the secret, 
and here gives out what the divine 
Preacher has. put in,—little lessons 
drawn from dishes, clean and unclean; 
from the electric iron, from vases, door- 
bells, candles, fires, umbrellas, and the 
“trumpery room” With its accumulated 
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rubbish. Each lesson is full of truth 
from the Book, sweet with the fragrance 
of Christ, and crystal-clear with illus- 
trative stories. The keen mind of the 
author finds in each of its subjécts sev- 
eral truths where most of us would find 
but one. For instance, the chapter on 
“Clothes” is considered under three 
heads: the White Robe of Salvation, 
the Golden Robe of Holiness, and the 
Red Robe of Sacrifice. Mrs. Wood uses 
the common, homey things of life to 
teach that which is potent and unfor- 
gettable. 


Hoofbeats. A Picture Book of Horses. 
Stories and Pictures by James L. Can- 
non. (Albert Whitman and Co., Chicago, 
$1.50.) It has sometimes been jokingly 
said that the horse in time will be seen 
only in a museum. But there are still 
horse-lovers who will. welcome this 
brief authoritative study of the differ- 
ent breeds, some fifteen in number. The 
short “chapters include interesting de- 
scriptions and general information about 
the different animals, practically all of 
which are shown in large full-page col- 
ored drawings. The man who loves 
horses, or the boy of ten or twelve who 
has never really made their acquaint- 
ance, will find equal enjoyment in the 
book. 


Why Believe? By A. Rendle Short, 
M.D., B.Sc., F.R.C.S. (Inter-varsity Fel- 
lowship of Evangelical Unions, 39 Bed- 
ford Square, London, W. C. 1, Eng., one 
shilling.) The Inter-varsity Fellowship 
of Evangelical Students is doing a great 
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work for students by publishing such 
works as Mr. Guillebaud’s “Why the 
Cross?” and Professor Rendle Short’s 
“Why Believe?” They are just the books 
to place in the hands of perplexed and 
confused college men and ‘women. Dr. 
Short is professor in surgery in Bris- 
tol University. In 109 pages he packs 
an amazing amount of material in sup- 
port of the Christian faith and from 
many angles of thought. The chapters 
have such titles as “Why Believe in 
God?” “Why Believe in Jesus Christ?” 
“What Shall We Think of the Bible?” 
“Is God Dissatisfied With Us?” “Why: 
Did Jesus Christ Die?” “Can We Be Sure 
of the Christian Theory?” 

“Come let us reason together!” Here 
is attractive, intelligent, convincing, in- 
forming, kindly reasoning upon the 
highest themes. And the book is sold 
for a shilling, certainly an invitation to 
distribution. 





For Family Worship | 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 2 to 8 | 
Mon.—Matthew 16:13-16. 
Peter Recognizes His Lord. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it unto thee.” The 
Spirit’s work is absolutely essential for 
spiritual understanding and service. By 
the Spirit Peter recognized his Lord. 
His presence and power are as necessary 
now for revival, as they were then for 
Peter’s illumination. Spiritual things 
are still “spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 
2:14). Pray for London (Eng.) Mission- 
ary Society, 42 Broadway, Westminster, 
London. 


Tues.—Matthew 16:17-20. 
Christ Commends Peter. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed art thou, 
Simon Bar-jona.” The son of Jona re- 
ceived his elevation from the Author of 
his salvation. It is His grace which 
brings us also into blessedness. “Naught 
have we gotten but what we've re- 
ceived.” The manifestation of his grace 
in speech and conduct always will insure 
God’s commendation. Pray for the Bible 
Churchmen’s Missionary Society, 14 Vic- 
toria Street, S. W. 1, London. 


Wed.—Matthew 16:21-25. Peter Rebuked. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He rebuked 
Peter” (Mark 8:33). All need correc- 
tion. Peter had to be checked. Disci- 
pline is for all who pursue the wrong 
way and exhibit, without repentance, the 
wrong spirit. Pray for the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission, 323 N. Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia. 


Thurs.—Matthew 10:32-42. 
Winning the Approval of Jesus. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Him will I con- 
fess . ... before my Father.” Our Lord 
will confess our names before the Father 
if we give a true, loving, and faithful 
witness for him on earth. “Well done” 
comes to all who have done well. 
Christ’s commendation is for faithfulness 
in spirit, witness, and work. Pray for 


_plished as well as for who he is. 
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the International Hebrew Christian Al- 
liance,. “Shalom,” Brokenhurst Road, 
Ramsgate, London. 


Fri.—Matthew 8:5-13. 
The Faith of the Centurion. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Speak the word 
only, and my servant shall be healed.” 
Put no limits upon the power of Christ. 
Rely upon Omnipotence for every prom- 
ised blessing. Stake everything on the 
Lord’s character and word. Blessing 
will be yours if you believe “to see the 
goodness of the Lord in the land of the 
living.” True faith has Christ for its 
author -and authority. Pray for the 
Bible Training Institute, Glasgow, Scot- 
land. 


Sat.—Luke 9:51-55. Intolerance Rebuked. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He... put them 
{the scoffers] all out” (Mark 5:40). Di- 
vine deeds are hidden from the eyes of 
scorners. Scornful men justly are left 
enshrouded in the midst of their own 
glorified folly. “A scorner seeketh wis- 
dom, and findeth it not.” “If thou scorn- 
est, thou alone shalt bear it” (Prov. 14: 
6; 9:12). Pray for Medical Missionary 
Association, 49 Highbury Park, N. 5, 
London. 


Sun.—Colossians 1:9-18. 
The Pre-eminence of Christ. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Become pre- 
eminent” (marg.). The primacy of 
Christ is due to what he has accom- 
Pre- 
eminent at creation and in redemption, 
he will be also in the restoration. “First” 
in dignity and time, the Alpha and 
Omega is unavoidable and incomparable. 
“He is Lord of all.” Pray for Russia In- 
land Relief Mission, 1265 Broadway, New 
York City. 





MARK 13: 10 
“And the gospel must first be pub- 
- lished among alll nations.” 

JOEL 3:9, 12-14 
“Proclaim ye this among the Gen- 
tiles... . Let the heathen be wakened, 


end come. . .. Put ye in the sickle, for 
the harvest is ripe... . 


*Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of 
decision: for the day of the Lord 
is near.”’ 


THE BOLIVIAN INDIAN’? 


Our fifty-six Missionaries “‘living by 
the Faith of the SON OF GOD x 
(Gal. 2:20) “hold forth THE 
WORD OF LIFE” (Phil.2:16) 


to them. 

IF INTERESTED ASK FOR: 
1. Auditor’s Statement 
2. Founder Allan’s Reminiscences 
3. Magazine 
4. ‘‘Among the Bolivian Indians” 
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“DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM! WEEP NOT FOR ME, 
BUT WEEP FOR YOURSELVES AND YOUR CHILDREN!” 


**For, behold, the days are coming, 
in the which they shall say, Blessed 
are the barren, and the wombs that 
never bare, and the paps which 
never gave suck.’” —LUKE 23:29. 


ND now Hitler has run amuck; a 
A world conscience has been stirred by 

the outrages against innocent and 
helpless Jews. 


Frenzied mobs, with fiendish hate for the 
Jew, suddenly sprang up in all parts of 
Germany, and a reign of 
terror, such as has not been 
known in civilization since 
the days of Russian po- 
groms and Spanish Torque- 
madas, ensued. 


A half crazed Jewish 
boy, Herschell Grynszpan, 
seventeen years of age, had 
escaped from the inhuman 
savageries of the Nazis, and 
had found shelter in Paris. 
There, the memories of 
what he had suffered in 
Germany, and the realiza- 
tion that his mother and 
father and brothers and 
sisters were still in the 
land of the Nazis, so worked 
upon his nerves that in a 
moment of madness he shot 
Ernest Von Rath, of the 
German Embassy in Paris. 


This incident was seized 
upon by the Nazis as the 
excuse for the wild and 
unprecedented outbreak 
against the thousands of 
helpless Jews throughout 
the land. 


Innocent men, women, and children were 
beaten. Jewish stores,—where the des- 
perate Jew was putting up his last strug- 
gle to eke out a living in the midst of a 
hostile Nazi population, — these stores were 
looted, windows smashed, merchandise 
taken away; and if the Jew dared protest, 


he was beaten until protests: were impos- 
sible. 


Entire Jewish families were committing 


up in banking, law, manufacturing. They 
had been waiting and hoping for some turn 
of events which would enable them to get 
out of Germany with at least a little of the 
money they had worked so hard to save. 
But now everything was in collapse, and 
they saw no way out but suicide. This was 
preferable to being driven like cattle to the 
concentration camp, for treatment too vile 
and brutal to mention in these columns. 


The leading German language news- 





PHOTO TAKEN BY OUR WORKERS 
Innocent Victims of Nazi Persecutions in Paris 


paper of America, the Staats-Zeitung, smit- 
ten to the very heart of its conscience, cut 
its bridges behind it, and came out in a 
repudiation of Naziism and all it stands for. 


Here are two paragraphs from its edi- 
torial, “Cold Terror”: 

“The terrible events of the last five 
days can hardly be erased from the 
minds of mankind. The hopes we had, 

‘ often against our better judgment, have 
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mob, destroying property, maltreating 
people, are now being followed up by 
a cold terror, which, in its consequences, 
will be much more horrible than the 
brutal acts themselves, committed un- 
der the pretense and official palliation 
of ‘spontaneous reaction.’ 

“We do not believe that the German 
people, that our relatives and dear 
friends, are participating in the horror 
mankind has witnessed. We condemn 
the murder act in Paris, as we are con- 
demning all violence, 
all excesses. Because 
we believe in the in- 
herent decency of the 
German people, we here- 
with protest against the 
dark powers that use 
this murder as a wel- 
come excuse to let loose 
the lowest instincts 
against defenseless 
people, trying to cover 
up these wanton acts 
with phrases like ‘indig- 
nation of the people’ 
which bear the stamp of 
the Ministry of Propa- 
ganda,” 


We Meet 
the Emergency 


Every facility we pos- 
sess, every shred of expe- 
rience God has given us 
in these forty-four years 
of Gospel approach to the 
Jew, all must now be bent 
to bring to the pitiful vic- 
tims of Nazi cruelty our 
bit of Christian comfort 
and help. We are cabling 
money as fast as we can to our relief cen- 
ters in Europe and Palestine. This money 
is being paid out mostly to Christian 
Jews, believers who have trusted their 
all to the Lord Jesus Christ; to these 
we owe a debt of love that we can 
never repay. 


We ask that the Lord’s people shall 
stand behind us, that they shall not 
place upon us the burden of raising 
money. Money must flow into our 
treasury in a continuous stream, that 
we may pour it out again to comfort 
the families who now sit in the shadow 
of a great sorrow. 


Ask God wWhat’shall be your share. 
Then, fill out the coupon. It will speed 
on its errand of mercy. You will re- 
ceive also THE CHOSEN PEOPLE 
each month which will be a_ blessing 
to you in bringing new revelations of 
God’s purposes for Israel in these last 
days of a rapidly dying age. May 
God help us to do what is right be- 
fore Him in this solemn hour of world 
history. 
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